





To THE MOST NOBLE 


H U G 4H; 


DUKE AND EARL OF 
NORTHUMBERLAND; 


EARL PERCY; 


BARON WARKWORTH OF 
WARKWORTH CASTLE; 


LORD LIEUTENANT AND CUSTOS RO 
TULORUM OF THE COUNTIES OF MIDDLE- 
SuX AND NORTHUMBERLAND, OF THE 
CITY AND LIBERTY OF WESTMINSTER, 
AND OF TITE TOWN AND COUNTY OF 
THE TOWN OF NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE; 
VICE ADMIRALOFALL AMERICA, AND 
OF THE COUNTY OF NOR?THUMBER- 
LAND; ONE OF THE LORDS OF HIS MA- 
JESTY'S MOST HONORABLE PRIVY COUN. 
CIL; KNIGHT OF THEMOST NOBLEOR- 
PER OF THE GARTER; AND FELLOW OB 
TiE ROYAL SOCIETY. 


MY LORD, 
I T is with equal deference and 
pleafure that I fubmit the follow- 
ing performance to your-Grace’s pe- 
rufal ; 


DEDICATION. 


rufal ; being perfuaded you will not 
think it altapeihier unworthy of your 
notice from’ the important, -but un- 
common fubject.it treats:upon. Nei- 
ther do I apprehend you will think 
my inducement to this'work an un’ 
becoming one, when I tell your 
Grace my intention was to refcue the 
originally untainted manners, and re-- 
ligious worfhip of a very ancient 
people from grofs mifreprefentation. ~ 


I thought it moft unjult that the 
wildom and tenets. of Baaman and 
the ancient Brains fhould be longer 
difgraced by the ftrange innovations 
and practices of their modern bre- 
thren ; for, from thefe unworthy* 
dabei: alone have been diffemi- 
nated the general accounts which we 
are hitherto made acquainted with of 

the theology of thefe people. 
Hence 





DEDICATION, 


more refplendent by the amiable vir- 
tues and qualities that adorn them--- 
Virtues! which have endeared him 
alike to prince and people 


1 have the honor to fubfcribe 


myielf, 
My Lord Duke, 
Your Grace’s moft obedient 


and moft humble fervant, . 


Beenham Houle, Berks, 
Noy. ift, 1766: 


J. Z. HOLWELL. 


C H A ‘Pp, IV. 
The Reli-‘ous Tenets of the Gentoos, Sollowers 


of the Shafab of Bramab. 





INTRODUCTION, 


E have already premifed, that in the 
profecution of this our fourth gene- 
ral head, we fhould touch only on the ori- 
ginal principal tenets of thefe antient people 
the Gentocs; for were we to penetrate into, 
and difcufs the whole of their modern cere- 
monials, and complicated modes of worthip ; 
our labor would be without end: thele are 
as diffufe, as the ancient fundamental tenets 
of Bramab are fhost, pure, fimple and uni- 
form; in this pred:camént the Geztcos are 
not fingular, as the original text of every 
theological {yitem, has, we prefume, from a 
fimilar caufe, unhappily undergone the fame 
fate; though at first promulged as a. divine 
inftitution. 
‘Part H. B We 
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We thall not fay much regarding the an- 
tiquity of thefe people ; nor fhall we amufe 
ourfelves with the reveries of chronologers 
and hiftorians ; who have labored to fix with 
precifion (though not two of them agree in 
opinion) the various migrations after the 
flood: it fhall fuffice for our purpofe, that 
by their own thewing, Jndoflan was as 
early peopled, as moft other parts of the 
known world, 


The firft invaders of this empire, found 
the inhabitants a potent, opulent, civilized, 
wile, and Icarned people ; united under one 
head, and one uniform profeflion of divine 
worthip ; by the fundamental principles of 
which, they were precluded communication, 
and focial converfe, with the reft of mankind ; 
and thefe invafions. firft made them a warlike 
people alfo. 


Alexander the Great, invaded them in 
later times, and found them in the fame 
ftate; and though it fhould feem, from 
Arrians and Quinius Curtius’s hittory of that 
Prince’s expeditions, that the different prin- 
cipalities he conquered, were independant 
kingdoms, and governed by independant 
Kings and Princes; yet the Gentoo records of 
Bindcobund and Banaras fhew, that at that 

period, ; 
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period, and much later, all the principalities of 
this empire, were in fubje@tion to, andowned 
allegiance to one head, ftiled the Mbhaahab 
Rajah of Indoftan; a Prince of the Succadit 
family, faid to be lineally defcended from 
their great Prince and Legiflator Bramab; 
and that it was not until after the extinction 
of this facred family (as the Gentoos call it) 
that the Rajahs aflumed an independency. 


But it did not fufficiently footh the vanity 
of Alexander, nor that of his hiftorians, to 
record his conquefts of a few petty Rajahs 
and Governors of provinces; and though 
we do not conteft the fact of that invafion, 
yet we think ourfelves juftified in concluding 
the greateft part of its hiftory is fabulous ; 
yet, that it claims greater credit and belief, 
than thofe of Bacchus and Sefoftris: the 
Greek and Latm conftruétion and termina- 
tion of the names, and places, of the Princes 
and kingdoms of Indoftan, faid by Alexander's 
hiftorians to be conquered by him ; bear not 
the leaft analogy or idiom of the Gentoo 
language, either ancicnt or modern; as any 
one the leaft converfant in it can teftify ; 
and although the ground work of their hit 
tory was founded on fact, yet the fuperftruc- 
ture carries ftrongly the femblance of in- 
vention and romance: And he who is ac- 

Ba quainted 
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quainted with this empire, and can give full 
credit to, thefe legends, may upon as juft 
a foundation believe Alexandr to‘have been 
the. fon of Jupiter Ammon; or, with Q, 
Curtius, that the Ganges~opened into the 
Rea fea. 


The annals of the Gentoes, give teftimony 
of Alexander's invafion ; where he. is record- 
ed under the cpithets, of Mbcabah Duk- 
koyt, & Kooneah, a moft mighty robber and 
murderers.-but they make. not.aay.mention 
of. a-Porus, nor of any name that has.the 
finalleft allufion or likenefs to it; and yet 
the action between Alewander.and this ima- 
ginary King Porys, lias been pompoufly ex- 
hibited by the hiftorians of the former, and 
has happily afforded fabject matter for ;re- 
prefentations, that do the higheft -honour to 
the art and genius of man, 


. The liberty we have taken with thefe fo 

long celebrated hiftorians, may fcem to our 
readers to be foreign to our fubje@,* but in 
the end.we hope it will-appear otherwile ; 
when they find that thefe authors. have 
_ {either from their own fertile inventions, or 
from, mif-information, or rather fram want 
of a competent knowiedge in the language 
af the nation) mifrepref-uted, or to fpeak 
more 
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more favorably, mif-conceived their religious 
tenetg as much as they have the genius and 
ftate of their government. 


The {pace of time employed io Alexan- 
der’s expedition in this empire, did aot afford 
a poffibility of accuiring any adequ:te know- 
ledge of a language in itfeif fo bigh!y difficult 
to attain in the {malleft degree of perfection, 
even from many years refidence and intimate 
converfe with the natives; can it be poffi- 
bly believed then, that any of Alexander's 
followers: could if this fort-fpace acquire 
fuch perfection in the Gentoo language as 
could enab.e them juftly to tranfmit down 
the religious fyftem of a nation, with whom 
they can {carcely be faid to. have'shad:any 


communication ? 


Touching the antiquity of the {criptures, 
we 7° treating of, we have much more to 
fay, in fapport of cur conjecture and belief, 
that the Shaffch of Bramab, is-as ancient, at 
leaft, as~any written body of divinity that 
was ever proditced to the world. But it is 

_ previoufly neceflary, that we explain the word 
Bramab, which has been varioufly wrote, 
and indifcriminately applied by many authors, 
and particularly by Baldeus, who confodnds 
Birmab and Braweh as being the fame per- 

3 z ion, 
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fon, though nothing in nature ‘can be more 
different. This could proceed only, from 
the fpecific meaning and origin of thofe 
words not being clearly “underftood; and 
this we conceive has, led many other writers 
into the fame error: our prefent difquifition 
therefore calls, not only for the explanation 
of thefe words, but alfo of the other two 
fuppofed primary created beings Biffnoo, 
and Seb. For unlefs thefe three perfons 
Pirmab, Bifinoo, and Sieb, ‘are diftinély 
.comprehended, and held in remembrance, 
a confiderable portion of the allegorical part 
of the Shafiah of Bramab, will appear_ut- 
terly unintelligible. * , 


Different authors ftile him, Bruma, Bram- 
ma, Burma, Brumma; Birmab, Bramab ; 
and although they write him thus varioufly, 
they are unanimous in thinking him the 
fame perfon, and give him the fame attributes. 
They are all, it is true, derivatives from the 
fame root, Brum, or Bram (for thefe are 
fynonimpus in the Shafab) but none of all 
the above appellatives are to be found in the 
Shafiab, but Birmab and Bramab. They 
are all compounded of brum ot bram, a 
Spirit, or effence, and mab, mighty; brum, 
in an abfolute and fimple fenfe fignifies the 
Spirit or effence of God, and is but upon one 

: occafion 
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occafion mentioned as a, perfon, and that is 
when.érum is reprefented with the habili- 
ments and four arms of Birmab, floating on 
a. leaf, upon the face of a troubled chaos, 
immediately preceding the act of the crea- 
tion of the univerfe.—Birmab is underftood 
in an abfolute perfonal fenfe, and in a figu~ 
rative one; in the former as the firft of the 
three primary-created angelic beings—in this 
fenfe the word fignifies litterally the mighty 
second. For though Birmab is the firft of 
the three prime beings, he is ftiled /econd in 
power to God only, and fometimes in the 
Shaftab has the name of Birmabab, the moft 
mighty fecond. In the figurative fenfe the 
word Birmab means creation, created, and 
fometimes creator, and reprefents what the 
Bramins cal, the firft great attribute of 
God, his power of creation. 





Bramab is the title folely appropriated to 
the Promulger of the Shaflah, and implies 
the {pirituality and divinity of his miffion 
and do@rines ; hence it 3s, that his fucceffors 
affamed the name of Bramins, iuppofing 
themfelves to inherit the fame divine {pirit. 


As the word Birmab, is ufed in a perfo- 
nal, and figurative fenfe, fo is Bi/lnoo and 
Sieh; perfonally, as being the fecond and 

B 4 third 
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third of the firft created angelic. beings, who 
had pre-eminence in heaven, the word 
Bifinoo, litterally lignifies a cherifber, a pre~ 
server, a comforter; and. Sieb, a deftroyer, 
an Avenger, a mutilator, a punifher ; and 
thefe three perfons, when figuratively ap- 
plied in the Shaflab (as they frequently are) 
reprefents what the Bramins call the three 
firft and great attributes of God, his power 
fo create, his power to preferve, and his 
power to change or deflroy. And we thall 
fee that in the diftribution of the almighty’s 
commands to thefe weimary perfons, tafks 
are affigned to each, cf a very different na- 
ture ; to Birmab, works of power, govern- 
ment and glory; to Bifmoo, works of ten- 
dernefs and benevolence ; and to Sieh, works 
of terror, feverity and deftredion. This 
lat meationed perion is the object of great 
difmay and terror to the Gentoss, but mo- 
dern expounders of Bramab’s Shaftab have 
foftened the rigor of his charaGer by giving 
him names and attributes of a very dif- 
ferent nature from that of Sieb. They call 
him AMéeifoor (a contraction of Mababfoor, 
the molt mighty deftroyer of evil) and under 
this-foothing title he is worfhipped, not as 
Sleb“the deftroyer, but as the deftroyer of 
evil, The other epithet they have given to 
him is Moidés, (a contraction of Mabahdeb- 

tab, 
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tab, the moft mighty angel) in this fenfe 
he''is worfhipped as the averter of evil, 
and under this chara@er he has the moft 
altars erected to him. 


This neceffary interpretation and expla- 
nation premifed, we proceed to the Shafah 
itfelf ; and fhall faithfully give a detail of the 
origin of this book ; and the feveral inno- 
vations and changes it has fuffered: a detail 
—which although known by all the learned 
amongft the Bramins, is yet confefled but 
‘by a few; and thofe only, whofe purity of 
principle and manners, and zeal for the pri- 
mitive doctrines of Bramab’s Shaftab, {ets 
them above difguifing the truth ; from many 
of thefe, we have had the following recital. 


«« That, when part of the angelic bands 
rebelled, and were driven from the face 
“© of God, and expelled from the heavenly 
regions; God doomed them in his wrath,” 
to eternal punifhment and banifhment; 
but, that by the mterceffion of the faith- 
ful remaining bands, he was at length in- 
clined to mercy, and to foften the rigor 
of their fentence, by inftituting a courfe 
only, of punifhment, purgation, and pu~ 
rification; through which, .by due fub- 
miffion, they might work out a reftoration 
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“ to the feats they had loft by their difobe- 
*€ dience. 


‘¢ That God in full affemb!y of the faith. 
*¢ ful bands {pecified their courfe of punith- 
“‘ ment, purgation and purification ; regif- 
** tered, and declared his decree, immutable, 
““and irrevocable; and commanded Birmab, 
“to defcend to the banifhed delinquents 
«and fignify unto them the mercy and de- 
“¢ termination of. their creator. 


* That Birmab fulfilled God’s command, 
“© defcended to the delinquent angels, and 
“ made known unto..them- the mercy and 
«* immutable fentence, that God their creator 
*« had pronounced and regiftered againit them. 


** That the great and unexpected mercy 
‘of God, at firft made a deep impreffion 
“upon all the delinquents, except on the 

" « leaders of their rebellion ; thefe in procefs 
“of time, regained their influence, and 
*< confirmed mott of the delinquents in their 
*¢ difobedieiice, and thereby the merciful 
*¢ intentions of their creator, became in a 
“© great meature fruftrated. 


« That about the beginning of the pre- 
“¢ fent age (i.e. 4866 years ago) the three 
“ primary 
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« prigatiry: created beings and the réft'of the 
« faithful angelic hoft, feeling the deepeft 
« anguith for the exalted -wi¢kednefs of their 
« delinquent brethren, concluded it could 
« only proceed, from their having by time, 
** forgot the terms of their falvation ; which 
« had been only verbally delivered to them 
“ by Birmab: they therefore petitioned the 
«« Almighty, that he would be pleafed: to 
«© fuffer his fentence, arid the conditions: of 
« their reftoration, to be digefted into a- body 
«< of written laws for their guidance; and 
«¢ that forne of the’ angelie’-beings, might 
«« have permiffion to defcend to the delin- 
« quents, to promulge and preach this writ- 
«ten: body of laws unto them, that they 
« might thereby: be left without excufe, or 
“the plea of ignorance, for their conti- 
“ nuance in difobedience. 


“ That God affented, to the petitions of 
“the angelic bands; when they, one and 
«all, offered to undertake this miffion, but 
« God felected from amongft them thofe 
“whom he deemed moft proper for: this 
_ € work of falvation; who were appointed 
“to defcend to the different regions of the 
«habitable univerfe. That a being from 
‘© the firft rank of angels was-deftined for 
‘the eaftern part of this globe, whom 

7 “ God 
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*« God dignified. with the name of Bramab; 
in allufion to the divinity of the doGrine 
*¢ and-thiffion he had in charge. 


*¢ That Birmab by the command of God 
*« dictated to Bramab and the other deputed 
* angels, the terms and ‘conditions, which 
«had been primarily delivered to the de- 
“Jinquents, by the mouth of Birmah; 
‘© that Bramab received, and entered the laws 
“of God in Debtab Nagur; (literally, the 
“ language of angels) and that when Bra= 
“‘ mab defcended at the beginning of the 
“* prefent age, and aflumed the human form 
“and government of Indoflan, ‘he tranflated 
“them into the Sanfer#t, a language then 
“<univerfally known throughout | Indoftan ; 
‘and called the body of laws she Chatab. 
“« Bhade * Shaftab of Bramab (literally, the 
“four feriptures of divine words of the 
“ mighty fpirit) which he promulged, and 
*« preached to the delinquents, as the only 
“ terms of their falvation and reftoration. 


« That for the {pace of a thoufand years, 
“the doctrines of the Ctatah Bhade, were 
“ preached and propagated, without varia- 
tion or innovation; and many of the 
“* delinquents benefited from them and were 

* A written book, 
i ** faved; 
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“faved: but that about the clofe of this 
« perisd, fome Gofeyns * and Battezaax + 
“ Bramins, combining together, wrote a 
*¢ parapheafe on the Chatah Bhade, which 
« they called the Chatab { Bhade of Bra- 
mah ||, or the fix feriptures of the mighty 
« fiirit; in this work the original text of 
«Bramab’s Chatab Bhade was ftill. pre- 
“ ferved.— About this period alfo it was, 
« that the..Goftyns and Battexaaz Bramins, 
«© began to appropriate to themfelves: the-nfe 
« of the Sanfcrit character, and inftituted in 
« the place of it the common Indo/fan cha- 
“ racter in ufe at this-day :-it was.now.alfo 
te that they fir began to veil in myftéties, 
“ the fimple doctrines of Bramab. 


“ That about five hundred years. later, 
«¢ that is, fifteen’ hundred years from the firtt 
«« promulgation of Bramab's Shaflab; the 
“ Gofeyns, and Battezaaz Bramins, pub- 
« lifhed a fecond expofition, or commentary 
“on the Chatab Bbade; which {welled 
« the Gentso {criptures to eighteen books: 
«¢ thefe the commentators entitled the Augh- 
« torrah Bhade Shaftab, or the erghteen books 


-* Gentoo Bifhops. 
4 Expounders of the Sha/ia>, t Six. 
| From the promulging this Bhade, the Polytheifas 
of the Gentoo’s took its rife. 
rt of 
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«of divine words; it was drawn up ina 
«« compound ebaracter, of the common Jn- 
 doftam, and Sanfcrit ;—the original text of 
* the Qhatah Bhade, was in a manner funk 
«and alluded to only ; the hifterics of their. 
«* Rajahs and country, were introduced under 
-« figures and fymbols, and made a part of 
~ their religious worfhip, and a multitude 
© of ceremonials, and exteriour modes of 
* worfhip, were intituted; which the com- 
«‘ mentators faid were implied in Bramah’s 
“ Chatab Bhade, although not .exprefly 
*¢ direfted:therein, by him; and the whole 
“enveloped in impenetrable obfcurity by 
“allegory and fable, beyond the. compre- 
‘henfion even of the common tribe of 
« Bramins themfelves ; the laity being thus 
*‘ precluded from the knowledge of their 
“original {criptures hada new Tyftem of 
« faith broached unto them, .which -their 
“< anceftors were utterly ftrangers to. 


“ That this innovation of the ughtorrab 

«« Bhade produced a {chifm .amongft the 
«© Gentoo’s, who untit this period had fol- 
«« Jowed one profeffion of faith thraughout 
«© the vaft empire of Indoftan; for the Bra- 
«« mins of Cormandell and Mallabar finding 
“ their brethren upon the courfe of the Ganges 
« had taken this bold ftep to inflave the laity, 
2 « fet 
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« fet up for themfelves, and formed afcripture 
“ of their own, founded as they faid upon 
“<< the Chatah Bhade of Bramab; this they 
«¢ called. the Viedam * of Brummab, or divine 
<< words of thé mighty fpirit ;—thefe com- 
«* mentators, by the, example of their bre- 
«¢ thren, interfperfed in their new religious 
« fyftem, the hiftories of their governors, 
“and country, under various fymbols and 
« allegories, but departed from that chaftity 
¢¢ of manners, which was ftill preferved in 
«the Aughtorrab Bhade Shaftab. 


“Thus the original, plain, ‘pure, and 
“ fimple tenets of the Chatah Bhade of 
“«¢ Bramab (fifteen hundred years after its 
« firft promulgation) became -by degrees 
« utterly loft; except, to three or four-Go- 
« feyn families, who at this day are only 
“capable of reading, and expounding it, 
“ from the Sanférit character ; to thefe may 
«be added a few others of the tribe 
«© of Batteezaaz Bramins, who can read 
“and expound from the Chatab Bhade, 
«« which ftill preferved the text-of the ori- 
“ ginal, as before remarked. 


* Viedam in the Mallabar language fignifies the 
fame as Shaffah in the Sunferit, viz. divine werds—— 
and fometimes, the words ef God. 


« How 
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“How much foever the primitive reli- 
"© gion of the Gentros {uffered by thefe inno- 
“vations; their government underwent no 
* chasige for many centuries after, all ac- 
«knowledging allegiance to one univerfal 
“Rajah of the Suecadit family, lingally 
** defcended from their Prince and Lawgiver 
“* Bramab. ‘The’Princes af this line 
“‘ oppofed the innovations made in their 
* primitive faith, with a fruitlefs oppofition, 
“which endangered the exiftence of their 
“own government ; fo that at. length they 
** were reduced to the neceffity of fubferib- 
‘ing, fic to the Chateb Bhade, and fub- 
“« fequently to the Aughterrab . Bhgde ; al- 
“ though their wifdom forefaw, and fore- 
“‘ told, the fatal confequences thefe inno- 
© vations would have on the ftate and the 
“‘nation: but the Goes and” Bramins, 
“ having tafted the {weets of prieftly “power 
«by the firft of thefe’ Bhades, determined 
“to enlarge, and eftablifh it, by the pro- 
“« mulgation of the /af; for in this the ex- 
* terior modes of worfhip..were fo multi- 
*‘ plied, and fuch a numerous train of new 
*« divinities created, which the people. never 
before had heard or dreamed of, ‘and both 
«the one and the other were fo enveloped 
“by the Goféyns and Bramins in darknefs, 
 penetrable to themfelves only, that thofe 
“ profeffors 
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** profeffors of divinity, became of new and 
‘ great importance, for the daily obliga- 
“tions of religious duties, which were by 
«thefe new inftitutes impofed on every 
“ Gentoo, from the higheft to the loweft 
* rank of the people, were of fo intricate, and 
«+ alarming a nature, as to require a Bramin 
“©to be at hand, to explain and officiate, 
“in the performance of them: they had 
© however the addrefs to captivate the minds 
«of the vulgar, by introducing thow and _ 
* parade intoall their principal religious featts, 
«as well as fafts; and by a new fingle poli- 
« tical inftitution, to wit, the prefervation of 
“ their caft or tribe, the whole nation was 
“ reduced to facerdotal flavery. 


“ From the period that the Aughtorrab 
* Bhade was publithed as the rule of the 
<* Gentoo faith and worthip, fuperftition, the 
* fare fupport of prieftcraft, took faft pof- 
*© feffion of the people; and their confcien- 
«ces, actions, and conduét, in fpirituals 
«and temporals, were lodged in the breafts 
of their bowfebold Bramins, and at tueir dif+ 
‘© pofal; for every head of a family was” 
« obliged to have one of thofe ghoftly fa- 
« thers at his elbow, and in fact the people 
“became in general mere machines, ace 
*«tuated and moved, as either tne good 

Part H. Cc ‘Sor 
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*¢ or evil gagentions of their houfehold tyrant 
« ditated. 


.. “ The Aughterrab Bhade Shaftah, has been 
** invariably followed by the Gentoos inha~ 
“biting from the mouth of the Ganges to 
© the Indus, for the laft three thoufand three 
* hundred and fixty-fix. years. This pre~ 
‘© cifely fixes the commencement of the Gen- 
«* too mythology, which, until the publication 
* of that Bhade, had no exiftence amongft 
‘them: every Gentoo of rank or. wealth, 
«has a copy of this fcripture in his poffef- 
“‘fion; under the care and infpetion of 
“his domeftic. Bramin; who every. day: 
“reads and expounds a portion of it to the 
“ family. 


“« Sixteen hundred and feventy nine years, 

“« from the promulgation of the Aughtorrab 
“ Bade Shaftab, the facred line of Bramab 
‘« became extinét, in the perfon-of Succa- 
“dit, the latt Mabahmabab Rajah; (moft 
“mighty King) he reigned over all Indof- 
“ tan, Tixty years; his deceafe caufeda ge- 
‘* neval lamentation amongfl the people ; and 
* from his death, a new Gentoo Epacha 
“tock place, called the Era of Succadit ; 
«and the prefcnt year (A. D. 1766) is the 
cf “cc year 
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« year of Succad;t, fixteen hundred eighty 
* feven, 


«The death of Succadit, became not 
“only remarkable for a new Epocha of 
“time, but alfo for another fignal event in 
«the Gentoo annals; namely, a- total revo- 
« lution of their government: the royal and 
“ facred line being extinét, the Vice-roys of 
“ this extenfive empire (who had been for 
« fome years ftrengthening themfelves in 
“ their re{pective governments, and prepar- 
« ing for this expected event) on the demife 
« of .Succadit, fet up a claim of indepen- 
«« dency, to the lands over which they had 
‘6 ruled.under the emperor : they all aflumed 
«the title of Rajah, a diftinction which, 
* before this memorable period, had been 
«only given to four or five of the firft of- 
«ficers of the ftate; who alfo generally 
«© filled the chief governments of the empire, 
* Confufion followed Thofe com- 
‘© manders who found themfelves invefted 
‘« with greater force and power, attacked, 
conquered, and joined to their govern~ 
«© ments, the ‘territories of thofe who la 
“contiguous to them; whilft others who 
“Jay more diftant preferved their indepea~ 
«s dency: and thus the empire was divided 
* into as many kingdoms, as there had 

C2 “* been 
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& tary genius, and fpirit of liberty was de- 
« pilitated ; difcord and diffention arofe 
« atnongtt the rulers of the land, and the 
« ftate grew tipe for falling at the firft con- 
« yulfion; and in the end fuffered an utter 
« fabverfion, under the yoke of Mahom- 
«< meden tytanoy ; as a juft punifhment in- 
« flied on them by God, for their neglect 
“of his Jaws,. commands and promifes, 
« promulged to them, by his great and fa- 
«+ vored angel Bramab, in the Chartab Bhade 
© Shaftab.” 


The foregoing detail, contains the ge- 
nuine conceptions and belief, which the 
Bramins themfelves entertain of the anti- 
quity of their {criptures, and of the two re- 
markable innovations they have undergone ; 
particulars which we have had repeatedly 
confirmed to us, in various conferences with 
many of the moft learned and ingenuous, 
amongft the laity of the Koyt *, and other 
Cafts, who are often better verfed in the 
do@trines of their Sha/fab than the common 
run of the Bramins themfelves. : 


We hope it will not be difpleafing to our 
readers, if from the foregoing recital, we 
reduce into a narrow compafs, and into one 

® The tribe of Writers. ss 
C 3 : view, 
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view, the fledfait faith of the Genféos, 
Touching the antiquity of their Icripturess 
(the ‘paint now only under our confidera- 
tion) it appears therefore that they date the 
birth of the tenets and doétrines of the 
Shaftab, from the expultion of the atigelic 
beings from the heavenly regions; that 
thofe tenets were reduced into a written 
body of laws, four thoufand eight hundred 
ard fxcy-fix years ago, and then by God’s 
permiflion were promulged and preached to 
the inhabitants of Izdefan. ‘That ‘thefé’ori- 
ginal fcriptures underwent a remarkable 
change or innovation a thoufand years after 
the miffion of their Prophet and Laww-giver 
Bramah, in the publication of the Chatab 
Bhade Shaft :h ; and that three thoufand three 
hundred and fixty-fix-years paft, thefe ori- 
ginal f{criptures fuffered a fecond atid lat 
change or innovation, in the publication of 
the A ghtorrab Bha:'e Shaflab; which oc- 
cafioned the firft and only {chifm amongtft 
the Gentoos, that fabfitts to this day, namely 
between the followers of the Aughtorrab 
Biade Stafiah, and the followers of the 
dicdam, 

Without repofing an implicit confidence 
in the relations the Bramins give of the. 
antiguity of their f{criptures; we will with 

. our 
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our readers indulgence, humbly offer-a 
few conjectures. that have {wayed us into a 
belief and conclufion, that the original tenets 
of Bramab are moft ancient; that they are 
truly original, and not copied from any 
fyftem of theology, that has ever been pro- 
mulzed to, or obtruded upon the belicf of 
mankind : what weight our conjectures may 
have with the curious, or how far it may 
rather appear-in'the profecution of our work, 
that other theological fyftems have been 
framed from this, we readily fubmit to thofé, 
whofe genius, learning and capacity in re- 
fearches of this kind, are much fuperior to 
our own. 


It has been without referve afferted, that 
the Gcntoos. received their doctrines and 
worthip, from the Perfes or Egyptians ; 
but without (as we conceive) any degree of 
probability, or grounds, for the foundation 
cf this opinion: reafon and fads, feeming 
to us, to be on the fide of the very contrary 
Opinion. 


That there was a very early communica- 
tion between the empires of Perfia, Egypt 
and. Indoflan, is beyond controverfy; the 
former lay contiguous to. Indoffan; and al- 
though Egypt lay more remote from it, there 

Cc ftill 
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fill was an eafy paflage open between them, 
by the navigation from the Red-fea, to the 
Indus: therefore it will appear no ftrained 
conclufion, if we fay ; itis moft likely there had 
been frequent intercourte between the learned 
Magi of both thofe nations, and the Bramins, 
long before the laft mentioned fages were 
vilited by Zorcafter and Pythageras. 


Tt is neceffary to re-aark that the Bramins 
did not, indeed could not, feek this inter- 
courfe, for the principles of their religion 
forbad their travelling, or mixing with other 
nations; but fo fained were they in the 
earlieft known times for the purity of their 
manners, and the fublimity of their wifdom 
and doétrines, thai their converfe was fought 
after, and folicited univerfally by the phi- 
lofuphers, and fearchefs after wifdom and 
truth. For this character of them, we have 
the concurring teftimony of all antiquity. 


-At what pericd of time, Indoftan was 
vifiied by Zorcafler and Pythagoras, is not 
clearly determined by the learned ; we will 
fuppote it, with the generality of writers, 
to have been about the time of Romulus.— 
That thefe fages travelled, not to infirud, 
but, to be ¢nfrudted; is a fat that maybe 
determined with more precifion; as well 

as, 
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as, that they were not in Indoflan together.— 
As they both made a long refidence with the 
Bramins North Weft of the Ganges (for the 
name of Zaraburft, and Pythagore retain a 
place in the Gentoo annals “as travellers in 
« fearch of wifdom”)it is reafonable to con- 
clude they might in fome degree be inftructed 
in the Sen/erit Charaéfer, and confequently, 
in the doétrines and worthip inftituted by the 
Chatch and Aughtorrab Bhades. 


It-is worthy notice that the Metemp/ychofis 
as well as the three grand principles taught 
in the greater E/eufinian myfteries ; namely, 
the unity of the godbead, his general provi- 
dence over all creation, and a future flate of 
rewards and punifbments ; were fundamental 
doétrines of Bramab’s Chartab Bbade Shaf- 
tab, and were preached by the Bramins, 
from time immemorial to this day, through- 
out Indoflan : not as myfteries, but as reli- 
gious tenets, publicly known and received; - 
by every Gentoo, of the meaneft capacity ; 
this is a trath, which, we conceive, was un- 
known to the learned inveftigetor of the 
Elcufinian myfteries; or it is probable he 
would, with more caution, have afferted, 
that the Eaftern nations received their doc- 
‘trines from the Egyptians. 

; Although 
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- Although the Polytheifm of the Gentoos. 
had its origin from the firit promulgation of 
the Chatab Bhade Shaflab, and their Mytho- 
logy from the pub!i-ation of the Aughtorrab 
Bhade ; yet the above mentioned theolegical 
dogtma’s remained inviclable and unchanged - 
and as thefe, with the fim perfuafion of the 
ptte-exiltent fate of the {pirit, or foul, have 
ever been, and {till are, the very bafis of all 
the Gentco worthip; it appears to us moft 
probabie, (from the carly communication 
before remarked, and the reafons before 
given) that the Fevptiens borrowed thefe 
tenets from the Bramsus, 


That Pythagoras took the dorine of 
the Metempfrbofs,-from the Bramins, is 
not difputed: yet future times erroneoufly 
filled it Pythagorean; an egregious miftake, 
which could proceed only from ignorance of 
its original. 


Whotever may have been the period, 
that Ind-fian was vifited by the two travell- 
ing Sages abovementioned ; it is acknow- 
Jedged that Pyzbagoras undcrtook that jour- 
ney, fome years later than Zor after = 
when Pythageras left India, he went into 
Perfa, whyiehe converfed with the Magi of 
that country, aud was infru@ed in their 

myfterics ; 
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telligible jargon of divinity, which neither 
themielves, nor any mortal fince their time, 
could explain, or reduce to the level of hu- 
man. underftanding. 


How far, on a comparifon between the 
modes of worthip, inftituted by the Chatab 
and Aughtorrab Bhades, and thofe. of the 
antient Egvptions, Greeks and Romans, it 
may appear that thofe of the Bramins are 
originals, and thofe of the latter copies only, 
we fubmit to the enquiry of the learned into 
thofé intricate ftudies, when in-the courfe 
of our work we exhibit to the reader fome 
{pecimens of the Gentoo Mythology, and an 
account of their fafts and feftivals. 


By the fundamental dgétrines and laws 
of the Gentoos, they cannot admit of profe~ 
lytes or converts, to their faith or worfhip ; 
nor receive them into the pale of their com- 
munion, without the lofs of their Caft, or 
Tribe; a difgrace, which every Gentco 
would rather fuffer death than incur: and 
although this religious prohibition, in its con- 
fequences, reduced the people to a flavifh 
dependence on their Bramins ; yet it proved 
the cement of their union as a naiion ; which 
to this day remains unmixed with any other 
tace of people—Thefe are circumftances 

which, 
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which, to the beft of our knowledge, .re- 
membrace, and reading; ‘peculiarly diftin- 
guith the. Gentoos, from all the nations of 
the known world, and plead ftrongly in 
favor of the great antiquity of this people, 
as well as the originality of their fcriptures. 


Another confideration, to the fame pur- 
pofe,. claims our notice ; namely_the perpe- 
tuity of the Gentoo do€trines, which through 
a fucceffion of fo many ages, have ftill re- 
mained unchanged, in their fundamental 
tenets ;—for' although the Chatah-and -dugh- 
torrah Bhades, enlarged the exteriors of their 
worfhip, yet thefe derive their authority 
‘and effence, in the bofom of every Gentoo, 
from the Chartab Bhade of Bramab: and it 
is no uncommon thing, for a Gentoo, upon 
any point of confcience, or any important 
emergency in his affairs or conduct, to re- 
ject the decifion of the Chatab and dugh- 
torrab Bhades, and to procure, no matter 
at what expence, the decifion of the Char- 
tab Bhade, expounded from the Sanfcrit. 


Enough has been faid, to thew that the 
genuine tenets of Bramah, are to be found 
only in the Chartah Bhade ; and as all who 
have wrote on this fubjeét, have received 
their information from crude, inconfiftent re~ 


ports, 
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ports, chiefly token from the Ayghtorred 
Bhaae, and the Fiedam ; it is no wonder that 
the religion of the Gentoos. has been traduced, 
by fome, as utterly unintelligible ; and by 
others, as monftrous, ab:urd, and difgrace~ 
ful to humanity : our defign is to refcue 
thefe ancient people, from thofe imputa- 
tions; in order to which we fhall proceed, 
without further introdudion or preface, to 
inveftigate their original {criptures, as con- 
tained in the Chartab Bhade; at the clofe of 
each feétion we thail fubjoin, fuch remarks, 
and explanations, as may appear to us necef= 
fary and pertinent to our fubject. . 





For the greater perfpicuity, we will pre- 
fent to our readers the fundamental doétrines 
of the Bramins, under five diitin® feétions ; 
as they are ranged in the firft book of this 


Shaftab: viz. 


J..Of God and his Attributes. 

I. The creation of Angelic Beings. 

Wi. The Larfe of part of thofe Beings. 

TV. Theic Punifhment. od, 

Y. The m‘tigation of that Punifhment, 
and their final Sentence, 


SECT. 
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SECT. I. 
“© Of Gid and bis Attributes. 


“ God is One *.— Creator of all that 
75. God is like a perfect {phere, 
«« without beginning or end.——God rules 
«* and governs all creation by a general 
“© ‘providence refulting from firft deter- 
“© mined and fixed principles. ‘Thou 
« fhalt not make enquiry into the cf- 
“fence and nature of the exiftehce of 
« the ETERNAL ox, nor, by what laws 
“ he governs.—-An ciguiry into either, 
‘is vain, and criminal.—lt is enough, 
“that day by day, and night by night, 
« thou feet in his works; his w7/dan, 
“tower, and his mercy. Benefit 
« thereby.” 











* Ekbummefha, litterally, the one that ever wes 
which we tranflate, the eternal cae. 


REMARKS, 


"THE foregoing fimple and fublime de- 
fcription of the Supreme Being, confti- 

tutes the firft chapter, or fe€tion of the Slaf~ 
tab, The Brawins of the Aughtorrab 
Bhade teach, that there originally exifted a 
chapter 
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chapter of the Shafab, which explained and 
folely treated of the divine nature and ef- 
fence; but that it was foon irrecoverably 
loft, and never tranfmitted to pofterity by 
Bramab, who tore it out of his Chartab 
Bhade. 


Baldeus, who refided thirty years on the 
Iffand of Ceylon, and has given a laborious 
tranflation of the Viedam; recites a fimilar 
anecdote from thofe {criptures, and fays, 
« that the loft part treated of God, and the 
origin of the univerfe, or vifible worlds, 
“the lofs of which is highly lamented by 
« the Bramins.”—In which this author feéms 
to have plunged into a double error; firft, 
in alleging the part loft, treated of the origin 
of the univerfe ; whereas both the Viedam, 
and Shaffab, are elaborate on the fobject ; 
and fix not only the period of its creation, 
but alfo its precife age, and term of duration, 
(as we fhall thew hereafter) ; confequently 
and fecondly, they could not properly be faid 
to lament a lofs they never futtained. 
But in troth, the whole of this matter is al~ 
legorical, a circumftance, which Baldeus, it 
feems, never adverted to. 





In various difcourfes we have had, with 


fome learned Bramins, on the above cited 
paflage 


( 33 ) 


paflage of the Aughtorrab Bhade, they were 
all unanimous in their fenfe and interpreta- 
tion of it: namely, that to man was given for 
the exercife of his reafon, and virtue, the con- 
templation of the vifiblewonders ofthe creation; 
but, that the ETERNAL oNE had precluded 
all enquiry into his origin, nature and effence, 
and the laws by which he governs; as fub- 
jects inexplicable to, and beyond the limited 
powers of created beings; therefore it is 
emphatically faid, that Bramab tore out that 
part, implying the prohibition of fuch en 
quiries, as ufelefs and prefumptuous. 


Had one tythe of the time and trouble, 
which the juft mentioned ecclefiaftic beftow- 
ed in rendering a. literal tranflation of the 
Viedam, beer employed in attempting an 
explanation of its myfteries ; his labors might 
- have proved worthy the attention of the 
learned ; whereas,-by contenting himéelf with 
a bare verfion, without aiming at the inter~ 
pretation of the allegorical parts of thofe 
{criptures, his toils, which muft haye been 
great and intenfe, have only produced a mon 
fter, that fhocks reafon and probability. 
Theyare mif-reprefentations like thefe, which 
we have lamented in the preliminary dif 
courfe, to the firft part of this our work, 
as injurious to human nature; variéus and 

Part II. D "enormous 
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enormous are the miftakes; which this au= 
thor has fallen into from the above caufe, 
through the whole of his voluminous work, 
which might be proved.in a multitude of 
inftances; but one {hall fuffice as a {pecimen 
of the whole, which nothing but the mif- 
taken zeal of a chriftian divine can excufe. 


* TheViedam (according to Baldeus) gives 
* the fame place and power to Birmab or 
“ Bramab (for he erronegufly makes thefe 
“« names fynonimous) as the Shafeb: does 5 
“© and as the Mallabars acknowledge Bramab 
“to be the fon of God, and fupreme go- 
“* vernor’of angels; nay even afcribe to him 
«a human form: /5 it is evident, that thefe 
“ attributes, muft bave their origin from 
“what they have beard, though perhaps can- 


« fufedly, of Fefus Chrift the fon of Ged.” 


SECT. 
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SECT. II. 
** The Creation of Angelic Beings. 


« The ETERNAL oNE, abforbed in the 
“* contemplation of his ownexiftence 3in 
* the fullnefs of time, refolved to par- 
** ticipate his glory and effence with 
* beings capable of feeling, and tharing 
“his beatitude, and of adminiftering 
** to his glory —Thefe beings then were 
** not-—The ETERNAL ONE willed.— 
“ And they were, — He formed them 
“in part of his own effence ; capable 
** of perfeétion, but with the powers 
* of imperfection ; both depending on 
“« theirvoluntary election.—Thertrr- 
“* NAL ONE firft created Birmab, Bifinoo, 
“and Sieb; then Moi/afeor, and all the 
* Debtah-Logue *, The eternal one 
“ gave pre-eminence to Birmab, Bift- 
“© noo and Sieb,——He appointed Bir- 
“ mab, Prince of the Debtah-Logue, 
“* and put the Dedtah under fabjection 
“to him ; he alfo conftituted him his 
** vic@gerent in heaven, and Biftnoo and 
“© Seb, were eftablithed his co-adjutors, 
* Debtab, angels; Logue, a people, multitude, or 
Congregation ; Debiah-Logue, the angelic hoft. 
D2 «The 
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« .-The ETERNAL ONE “divided the 
© Debtab into different bands,and ranks, 
«and placed a leader . or chief over 
« each.—Thefe worfhipped. round the 
« throne of the efernal one according to 
‘¢ their degree, and. harmony was..in 
« heaven. Moifafoor, chief of the 
« firft angelic band, led the celeftial 
« fong of praife and adoration to the 
« Creator, and the fong of obedience 
« to Birmah his firft created. —Aand the 
« Eternal One rejoiced in his new créd- 
“ tion.” 





REMARKS. 


M ANKIND in general of every de- 
nomination, and religious profeffion, 
have fab{cribed to the opinion of thé*“éx- 
iftence of angelic beings; and have each 
formed their crude, peculiar, and imaginary 
conceptions of their origin and deftination. 
—Crude and imaginary indeed ! muft be the 
beft human conftruction, on fo marvellous 
a fubjeét.—The fimple, rational, and fub- 
lime caufe, affigned by Bramab, for this a& 
of creation; is moftworthya great and benign 
being, and conveys a ftriking and interefting 
impreffion, not only of his power, but of 
his denevolence. 


Branab, in the opening of this fection, 
feems to place the eternal one, in the fituation: 





* 
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of an abfolute, good, and powerful manarch, 
without fubjed?s ; which in fact is beng-no 
monarehi at all: for however happy, of 
bleffed fucha being may be, in the contem- 
plation of his own {ele exiftence and almighty 
‘power ; yet he cannot (fay the Bramins) be 
completely fo, without partakers in his glory 
and beatitude; who fhould alfo, be confcious 
of the. zenure of their own exiftence, as well 
as of the power, and benevolent intentions 
of theieereator, and worfhip him, accord- 


ingly. 


But a blind and. neceffary obedience and 
worfhip, from any new creation of rational 
beings, (which muft have followed had they 
been created perfect) would have fallen fhort 
of their Creator’s purpofe ; therefore Bramab 
fays, the eternal one, formed them “« capable 
“of perfection, but with the powers of im- 
«« perfedtion ;” without fubjecting them to 
either, that: their adoration and obedience 
fhould be the refult of their own free-will 5 
the worfhip alone worthy his acceptance. 


From the doétrine contained in this feCtion 
it appears, that the powers of perfection and 
imperfeétion, (or in other words the powers 
of good and evil) were coeval in the forma- 
tion of the firft created beings: The 

D 3 Bramins 
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Bramins in their paraphrafe on this chapter, 
reconcile the fuppofed incompatibility of the 
exiftence of moral evil, confiftently with 
the juftice, power, and goodnefs of the fu- 
preme being, by alleging, * that as the Debtab 
were inveited with the abfolute powers of 
perfection, their Japfe from that ftate, cannot 
impeach either the power, jutticc, or good- 
nefs of the ETERNAL ONE; whofe motives for 
their creation were benevolent; and the duty 
enjoined them light and eafy.—To chaune 
forth for ever, the praifes of their creator 
‘To blefs him for their creation, and to 
acknowledge, and be obedient to Birmab, 
and his two coadjutors Bifnoo and Sieb.” 





Human penal laws, which have their ex- 
iftence in every well regulated government of 
the world ; always pre-{uppofé that the indi, 
viduals fubjeéted to thofe laws, are invefted 
with full powers and capacity of paying 
obedience to them; otherwife, their impo~ 
fition becomes an act of tyranny; but the 
premifes granted, then the breach and vio- 
lation of them is criminal, and juftly pu- 
nifhable, without an imputation of injuftice 
in the inftitutor. Shall man then appear 
fcrupuloufly cautious in his inftitutes and laws, 
not to offend againft reafon and juftice, and 

2 yet 
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yet dare to doubt of, or arraign the juftice 
of his Creator? 


‘Whence the origin, and exiftence of 
moral evil? Is a quettion that has puzzled, 
and exercifed the imagination, and under- 
ftanding of the learned and {peculative in all 
ages, ‘We confeis we have hitherto met 
with no folution of this interefting enquiry, 
fo fatisfaory, conclufive, and rational as 
flows from the doétrine before us. Au- 
thors have been driven to very ftrange con- 
clufions on this fubjeét, nay fome have 
thought it neceflary to form an apology in 
defence of their Creator, for the admiffion 
of moral evil into the world; and affert, 
“ That God was nece‘Titated to admit moral 
evil in created beings, from the nature of the 
materials he had to work with; that God 
would have made all thins perfect, but that 
there was in matter an evil bias, repugnant 
to his benevolence, which drew another 
way; whence arofe all manner of evils” 
and that, therefore, “ To endue created 
beings with perfection ; that is to produce 
good exclufive of evil, is one of thote im- 
poffibilities, which even infinite power 
cannot accomplifh.” And confequently that 
from this apologetical caufe only, “ The 
wickednefs and miferies of God's Creatures 


D4 can 
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can be fairly reconciled, with his infinité 
power and goodnefs,” 


Interefting as this fubjeét is, and muft be, 
to every thinking being, our beft conceptions 
of it, muft fall far-fhort of certainty ; it is 
however furely encumbent on us to adopt 
fuch fentiments (more efpecially when we- 
refolve to broach them to the world)-as will 
appear moft worthy infinite power and. in- 
finite goodnefs, How far this confidera- 
tion has been regarded in the:-reveries. cited 
in the preceding paragraph, we fubmit to. 
our readers; in our own conceptions we 
cannot help faying thofe authors appear, to 
us to have left the argument in a much * 
worfe ftate than they found it; and in place 
of a rational apology for their Creator, feem 
the rather tacitly to inipeach his power, in 
the firft and greateft of his attributes; his 
power of creation :—For God. is not only. 
the creator of angels and men; but creator 
of matter alfo; and could have made that 
perfect, had he fo willed, ‘Whether God 
could endue created beings with perfection, 
or produce good exclufive of evil, we conceive 
is not the queftion ; (although a doubt of it 
is highly prefumptuous, if not impious) but 
the quzre is whether God could create a 
race of beings, endued with the powers of 

abfolute 
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abjolute «free agency ;—0n the certainty of 
which’ pofition, the poffibility of fz in 
created beings abfolutely, and neceflarily 
depends. 


How much more rational and fublime the 
text of Bramah, which foppofes the Deity’s 
voluntary creation, or permiffion of evil ; 
for the exaltation of a race of beings, whofe 
coodnefi as free agents could not have ex- 
ied without being endued with the con- 


trated, or oppofite powers of doing evil. 


SECT. 
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SECT. I 
“ The Lapfe of Part of the Angelic Bands, 


‘From the creation of the Deda 
“* Logue, joy and harmony encompaffed 
“the throne of the eternal one, for 
“the fpace of Hasecr par Hazaar 
‘© Munnuntur *; and would have con- 
* tinued tothe end of time, had notenvy 
“and jealoufy took poffeflion of Moifa- 
“ foor, and other leaders of the angelic 
“ bands; amongit whom was Rhaabon, 
“the next in dignity to Moifafeor ;— 
“they, unmindful of the bleffing of 
“ their creation, and the duties enjoined 
** them, reject the powers of perfection, 
“ which the eternal one had gracioufly 
«© beftowed upon them, exerted their 
‘* powers of imperfection, and did evil 
“tn the fight of the eternal onE.~-They 
“withheld their obedience from him, 
“and denied fubmiffion to his vice- 


* A phrafe often made ufe of in the Sha/iah to ex- 
prefs infinite extenfion or duration of time; the word 
AMunnuntur in it’s abfolute and literal fenfe will be fub- 
fequently explained ; the word Hazcar, literally fig- 
nifies a thoufand; Hazaar par Hazaar, thoufands 
upon thoufands, 

“* gerent, 
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“* gerent, and his coadjutors, Bi/inoo, 
«and Sieb, and faid to themfelves— 
« We will rule!—And fearlefs of the 
<< omnipotence, and anger of their Crea~ 
tor, they fpread their evil imagina- 
«tions amongft the angelic hoft, de- 
« ceived them, and drew a large portion 
“ of them from their allegiance.—And 
« there was a feparation from the throne 
“ ofthe eternalone.—Sorrow feizedthe 
« faithful angelic fpirits, and anguifh 
was now fisft known in heaven.” 


SECT. 
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SECT. IV. 
« The Punifoment of the Delinquent Debtab. 


« The eternal ons, whofe omnifcience, 
« prefcience and influence, extended to 
call things, except’ the actions of 
“beings, which he had created free ; 
«« beheld with grief and anger, the de- 
« fe€tion of Moifafior, Rhaabon, and 
«: the other angelic leaders and {pirits.— 
«Merciful in his wrath, he fent Bir- 
«mab, Bifinoo and Sieb, to admonith 
« them of their crime, and to perfwade 
«them to return to their duty ;—— 
‘but they exulting in the imagination 
«¢ of their independence, continued in 
« difobedience.—Theé eternal ong then 
« commanded Sieb*, to.go armed with 
«« his omnipotence, to drive them from 
“the Mababh Surgo +, and plunge 
‘them into the Onderab 4}, there 


* Why Sich was fent on this command has been 
already explained in our introduction. 

+ Supreme heaven, litterally the great eminence, from 
Mabah, great; and Surge, high; eminent in a local 
fenfe, the firmament being commonly diftinguifhed, 
by the Gentoos, by the name of Surgo. 

$: Onder, dark; Onderab, intenfe darknefs. 

« doomed 
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t¢ doomed to fuffer unceafing forrows, for 
‘ Hazaar par Hazaar Munnunturs * 2” 


* In this place the expreffion (which we have ex= 
plained in a preceding note) means everlafting. 


REMARKS. 


HAT there was a defedtion or rebel~ 
lion in heaven, the records of antiquity, 
facted and prophane, bear allufive teftimony 
“of ;—we will not aver, that this opinion 
took its rife from the doétrines of the Bra- 
mins, though it is moft probable it did ; be 
this as it may, we cannot help concluding, 
that the conceptions conveyed by the Sha/- 
tab, of this extraordinary event, are more 
confiftent with, and do greater honor to the 
dignity of an omnipotent Being, than thofe 
handed down to us in fables of the Sages, 
Poets and Philofophers of Egypt, Greece and 
Romem———From thefe our Milton copied, 
with extravagance of genius and invention.— 
They all, without exception, unworthily im- 
peach God’s omnipotence by the powers of 
contention given to the apoftats angels, to 
oppofe their Creator in arms and battle; and 
although facred writ + feems to countenance 
this warfare in heaven, «it can only allude 
to the a€t of expulfion of the delinquents, 
as any other interpretation would Jeffen om- 
nipotence. : 
+ Revelations, chap. xii. 7. 


The 
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The Shaflab opens this fection by denying 
the prefcience of God touching the aétions 
of free agents; the Bramins defend this 
dogma by alleging, his prefcience in this 
cafe, is utterly repugnant and contradictory 
to the very nature and eflence of free agency, 
which on fuch terms could not have exifted. 


SECT. 
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SECT. V. 


© The Miticaticn of the Punifhment of the 
*¢ delinquent Debtab, and their final fen- 
“ tence. 


«The rebellious Debtab groaned under 
“the difpleafure of their Creator in 
* the Onderab, for the {pace of ene 
“ Munnuatur ; dering which period, 
« Birwab, LEi;inoo and Sieb, and the 
“re(t of the faithful Dedtab, never 
* ceafed imploring the eternal ons, for 
“‘their perdon and reteoration. 
“ The eternal one, by their interceffion 
** at length relented, —and although he 
*¢ coufid not -forefee the effect of his 
“ mercy on the future condué of the 
‘delinquents: yet unwilling to relin- 
*< quifh the hopes of their repentance, 
* he declared his will. That they 
* fhould be releafed from the Onderab, 
“and be placed in fuch a ftate of 
“‘tryal and prebation, that they thall 
« ftill have power, to work out their 
*€ own falvation. The eternal one then 
‘‘promulged his gracious intentions, 
«« and delegating the power and govern~ 
** ment of the Mabab Surgo, \> Birmah; 

° «et he 
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“« he retired into dim/elf, and became ine 
«¢ vifible to all the angelic hoft, for the 
“ fpace of five thoufand years. At 
«the end of this period he manifefted 
« himfelf again, refumed the throne of 
« light, andappeared in his glory —And 
«the faithful angelic bands, celebrated. 
* his return in dongs of gladnefs, 





«¢ When all was hufhed !—the eter- 
* nal one faid, let the Dunneahoudab* of 
« the fifteen Boboons + of purgation and 
“© purification appear, for the refidence 
“of the rebellious Dedtab.—~ And it 
* inftantly appeared, : 


«« And the eternal one faid, let Bif~ 
«© x00 t, armed with my power, defcend 
*€ to the newcreation of the Dunneahou- 
«¢ dah, and releafe the rebellious Debtah 
«from the Onderab, and place them 
* in the loweit of the fifteen Boboons, 


«© Bifinoo ftood before the throne and 
“ (Zid, Eternal ong, I have done as 
«¢ thou haft commanded. And all 


® Dooneah, or dunneah, the world, Dunneahoudaby 
the worlds, or the univerfe. 
+ Boboons, regions or planets. 
+ Why Bifinse was fent on this fervice we have al~ 
seady expla’ aed in our introduction, 
* the 
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« the faithful angelic hott, ftood with 
«¢ aftonifhment, and beheld the won- 
« ders, and fplendor of the new creation 
« of the Dunneahoudad. 


«¢ And the Eternal one fpake again 
« ynto Bifinoo and faid—I will form 
“e bodies for each of the delinguent 
«© Debtab, which fhall for a {pace be 
«their prifon and habitation ; in the 
* Gonfines of which, they fhall be fub- 
& ject to natural evils, in proportion 
«to the degree of their original guilt.— 
«© Do thou go, and command them to 
“ hold themfelves prepared to entet 
ss therein, and they fhall obey thee. 


© And Biftnoo ftood again before the 
¢ throne, and bowed and faid, Eternal 
ons, thy commands are fulfilled — 
«¢ And the faithful angelic hoft, ftood 
“again aftonifhed, at the wonders 
« they heard, and fung forth the praife 
‘© and mercy of the Eternal ong. 


«¢ When all was huthed ! the Eternal 

© one faid again unto Bifinco, The bodies 

* which I will prepare for the recep- 
“tion of the rebellious Debtab, fhall 
“be fubje@t to change, decay, death, 
Part II. E ~ “and 
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sand renewal, from the principles 
“«‘ wherewith I fhall form them; and 
* through thefe mortal bodies, thall the 
*¢ delinquent Debrab undergo alternately 
* eighty feven changes, or tranfmigra- 
“* trons; fubject more or lefs, to the 
“ confequencés of natural and moral 
« evil, in a juft proportion to the de- 
‘gree of their original guilt, and as 
their ations through thofe fucceffive 
** forms, fhall correfpond with the li- 
** mited powers which I thall annex 
“to each;—and this fhall be their 
“ flate of punifbment and purgation. 


«« And it thall be,—That when the 
** rebellious Dedtab fhall have accom- 
*« plithed and paffed through the eighty 
“« feven tran{migrations—they fhall from 
“‘ my abundant favor, animate a new 
*« form, and thou Bifnoo fhalt call it 
© Guouy *, 


¢ And it thall be,—That when the 
“ mortal body of the Ghoij fhall by a 
“« natural decay, become inanimate, the 
‘delinquent Debtah fhall, from my 
** more abundant favor, animate the 


* Ghoij, the cow ; Ghoijal, cows; Gorjalbarry, a 
cow-houfe, 
“ form 
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© form of Maur *,—and in this form 
* | will enlarge their intellectual powers, 
«© even as when I firft created them free; 
«© and in this form thall be their chief 
“ ftate of their trial and probation. 


« The Ghoij thall be by the delin- 
«quent Debrab, deemed facred and 
«holy, for it thall yield them a new 
“¢and more delectable food, and eafe 
«¢ them of part of the labor, to which 
«© T have doomed them.—And they 
«¢ fhall not eat of the Ghoij, nor of the 
“ flefh of any of the mortal bodies, 
«« which I hall prepare for their habita~ 
“ tion, whether it creepeth on Murto, or 
«« fwimmeth in Fhoale +, or fiveth in 
“ Oufimaan t,.for their food fhall be 
“ the nvlk of the Goi, and the fruits 
“of Murso. 


« The mortal forms wherewith I 
*¢ fhall encompafs the delinquent Deb~ 
*¢ tab are the work of my hand, they 
«¢ fhall not be deftroyed, but left to 
*« their natural decay; therefore which 
*© foever of the Debtab, fhall by de- 


* Adhurd, the common name of man, from Méurtsy 
matter, or earth. ; 
+ Fhoale, water, fluid. t The air. - 
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*¢ figned violence. bring about the dit 
*¢ falution of the mortal forms, ani- 
#€ mated by their delinquent brethren, 
 & Thou Sieb, thale plunge the of- 
* fending {pirit imto the Onderab, for 
“a fpace, and he fhall be doomed to 
“‘pafs again the eighty-nine tranfmi- 
“* grations, whatfoever ftage he may 
“be arrived to, at the time of fuch 
‘* his offence.—But whofoever of the 
«* delinquent Dedtah, thall dare to Sree 
“« bimfelf by violence, from the mortal 
* form, wherewith I thal i him, | 
“«—Thou Sich thalt plunge him into 
“the Onderah far ever. He thall 
“not again have the benefit of the 
“fifteen Bodvons of purgation, proba~ 
** tion, and purification, 


“ And I will diftinguith by tribes and 

*« kinds, the mortal bodies which I have 
“ deftined for the punifhment of the 
*¢ delinquent Dedtah, and to thefe bodies 
“<I will give different forms, qualities 
‘¢ and faculties, and they thail waite and 
“* propagate each other in their tribe 
“and kind, according. to a natural 
“impalle which I will implant in 
*them; and from this natural union, 
“there fhall proceed a fucceflion of 
“ forms ; 
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<¢ forms; each in his kind and tribe, 
« that the progreffive tranfmigrations of 
« the delinquent {firits, may not ccafe. 


© But whofoever of the delinquent 
«© Debtab thall waite with any form out 
“of his own tribe and kind; thou 
<« Sieb halt plunge the offending {pirit 
“ inte the Onderah, for a fpace, and 
«he fhall be doomed to pafs through 
*¢ the eighty-nine tranimigrations, at 
«« whatfoever ftage he may be arrived, 
«sat the time he cominitted fuch of- 
© fence. 


« And if any of the delinquent 
<¢ Debtab fall (contrary to the matural 
«« impulfe which I fhall implant in the 
*¢ forms which they fhall animate) dare 
“to unite in {uch unnatural wife, as 
«may fraftrate the increafe of his 
«< tribe and kind; thou Sved thalt plunge 
“ them into the Oxderab for ever.— 
“ And they (hail not again be entitled 
“ to the benefit of the fifteen Bodbcons 
<* of purgation, probation and purifi- 
“© cation. 


«© The delinquent and unhappy Deb- 
< tab, ghall yet have it in their power, 
E 3 & tg 
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«¢ But it fhall be,—-That if the re- 
“bellious Debtah, do not benefit of 
«my favor in the eighty-ninth tran{- 
“ migration of Mburd, according to 
«the powers, wheiewith 1 will inveft 
« them ;—-Thou S74, fhalt returnthem 
“for a fpace into the Onderab, and 
«© from thence after a time which I 
«« fhall appoint, Bzftnoo thall replace 
‘¢ them in the loweft Bodoon of punith- 
*‘ment and purgation for a fecond 
“trial ;—-and in this wife fhall they 
*¢ fuffer, until by their repentance and 
“ perfeverance in good works, during 
« their eighty-ninth mortal tranfmigra- 
«© tion of Mburd, they fhall attain the 
“ ninth ~Bodoon, even the firft of the 
“ feven Boboons of purification.— For it 
“is decreed that the rebellious Debtah 
“ fhall not enter the Mahab Surgo, 
“« nor behold my face, until they have 
“ pafled the eight Bobsons of punith- 
«ment, and the feven Bodoons of pu- 
*¢ rification. 


‘© When the angelic faithful hoft, 
*¢ heard all that the Eternal one had 
“« fpoken, and decreed, concerning the 
* rebellious Debtab; they fung forth. 
** his praife, his power, and juftice. 

4 *¢ When 
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*¢ When all was huthed ! the Eternal 
“one faid to the angelic hoft, I will 
“extend my grace to the rebellious 
“ Debtab, for a cértain fpace, which I 

" « will divide into four Fogues *.—In the 
“¢ firtt of the four Fogues, I will, that 
‘the term of their probation in the 
« eighty- ninth tranfmigration of Mburd, 
* fhall extend to 100,000 years—in 
«¢ the fecond of the four Fogues, their 
** term of their probation in Mburd, 
*« fhall be abridged to 10,000 years—. 
in the third of the four ogues, it 
* fhall be yet abridged to 1000 years 
««—-and in the fourth ‘fogue to one 
“roo years only.—And the angelic 
«hott, celebrated in thouts of joy, the 
«mercy and forbearancé of God. 


«* When all was hufhed! the Eter- 
* nalone faid, It fhall be, —That when 
“the fpace of time, ,which I have 
«* decrced for the duration of the Dunz- 
‘neakoudab, and the {pace which my 
‘* mercy has allotted for the probation 
«of the fallen Dedtah, fhall be ace 
«‘complithed, by the revolutions of the 
“ four “fogues,—in that day, fhould 
‘there be any of them who remaining 
* "Fogues, acs, precife periods of time. 
: ‘* reprobate, 
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« reprobate, have not pafled the eighth 
* Bobcon of punifhment and probation, 
‘¢and have not entered the ninth Bo- 
** boon, even the firft Boboon of purifi- 
“© cation;—thov. Sied fhalt, armed with 
«© my power, caft them into the Onde- 
** rab for ever.—And thou fhalt then 
“ deftroy the eight Bodcons of punith- 
‘© ment, purgation and probation, and 
* they fhall be no more.—And thou 
«* Bifinco fhalt yet for a {pace preferve 
“the feven Boboons of xrification, 
« until the Debtab, who have benefited 
«* of my grace and mercy, have by thee 
“been purified from their fin:—. 
*©and in the day when that fhall be 
** accomplithed, and. they are reftored 
**to their ttate, and admitted to my 
“ prefence,—thou Sed fhalt then de- 
“ ftroy the feven Bodcons of purification, 
* and they thall be no more. 


“ And the angelic faithful hoft trem- 
** bled at the power, and words of 
“ the Eternal one. 


‘* The Eternal onz, fpoke again and 

* faid.— I have not withheld my mercy 
“from Moifafoer, Rbaboon, and. the 
* reft of the leaders of the rebellious 
« Debtab; 
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“ Debtab ; but as they thirfted for 
** power, I will enlarge their powers of 
« evil; they fhall have liberty to 
“pervade, and enter into the ezght 
‘© Boboons of purgation and probation, 
“cand the delinquent Dedtab, fhall be 
« expofed and open to the fame temp- 
«tations, that firft inftigated their re- 
«volt: but the exertion of thofe en- 
««larged powers, which I will give to 
« the rebellious leaders; fhall-be zo them, 
“the fource of aggravated guilt, and 
«* punifhment; and the reiiftance made 
«to their temptations, by the pérverted 
«“ Debtab, fhall be to me the great 
“* proof, of the finccrity of their forrow 
*« and repentance. 








* The Eternal ong ceafed.— And 
*« the faithful hoft fhouted forth fongs 
“© of praife and adoration, mixed with 
“grief, and lamentation for the fate 
“of their lapfed brethren. They 
« communed amongft themfelves, and 
“with one voice by the mouth of 
«© Biftnos, befought the Eternal one, that 
*‘they might have permiffion to de- 
“ {cend occalicnally to the eight Bo- 
« boons of punifhment, and purgation, 
‘¢ to affume.the form of Méurd, and 

ii by 
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“by their prefence, council and ex- 
‘‘ ample, guars the unhappy and per- 
“verted /‘ebrab, againft the further 
«temptations of Moifafoor, and the . 
«« rebei ious leaders. —The Eternal onz 
*€affented, and the faithful heavenly 
“bands, fhouted their fongs of glad- 
“ nefs and thank(giving. 


** When all was hufhed! the Eter- 
* nal onr {pakeagainand faid,- Dothou 
“ Birmab, arrayed in my giory, and 
“‘armed with my power, defcend to 
“ the loweft B-doon of punifhment and 
‘* purgation, and make known to the 
“ rebellious Deétab, the words that I 
« have uttered, and the decrees which 
«* I have pronounced againft them, and 
“ fee they enter into the bodies, which 
“* T have prepared for them. 


“‘And Birmab ftood before the 
* throne, and faid, Eternal one I have 
done as thou haft commanded.— 
“The delinquent Debtah rejoice in 
thy mercy, confefs the juftice ot thy 
** decrees, avow their forrow and ree 
“* pentance, and have entered into the 
“mortal bodies which thou haft pre~ 
** pared for them,” 


{( 6 ) 
REMARKS. 


ak HE foregoing is almoft a litteral tranf- 
lation from the Chartab Bhade of Bra- 
mab, as we defpaired of reaching the fub- 
lime ftile and diction of the original ;—it 
will not we hope be difpleafing to our rea~ 
der, if we affift his memory and recollec- 
tion by a recapitulation of the ground work 
of thefe doctrines, prefented -te-him in one 
conneéted view; the more efpecially, as we 
fhall alfo be thereby the better enabled to 
form our neceflary explanatory remarks. 


We have feen that the original divine in- 
ftitutes of Bramab are fimple and fublime, 
comprehending the whole compafs of all 
that is; God, Angels, the vifsble and invi- 
fible worlds, man and beafts; and is com- 
prized under the following articles of the. 
Gentoo creed. To wit-— 


«¢ That there is one God, eternal, omni- 
fic, omnipotent, and omnifcient, in all things 
excepting a prefcience of the future actions 
of free agents.—That God from an impulfe of 
divine love.and goodnefs, firft created THREE 
angelic perfons to whom he gave precedence, 
though not in equal de greo——That he. 

afterwards 
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afterwards from the fame impulfe created 
an angelic hoft, whom he placed in fub- 
jetion to Birmab his firft created, and to 
Bifinoo and Sich, as coadjutors to Birmab.— 
That God created them al! free, and intended 
they fhould all be paftakers of his glory and 
beatitude, on the eafy conditions of their 
acknowledging him their Creator, and paying 
obedience to him, and to the three primary 
created perfonages, whom he had put over 
them.—That, in procefs of time, a large por- 
tion of the angelic hoft at the inftigation 
of Moifafeor and others of their chief lea- 
ders, rebelled and denyed the fupremacy of 
their Creator, and refufed obedience to his 
commands. hatin confequence the rebels 
were excluded heaven, and the fight of their 
Creator, and doomed to languith for ever in 
Sorrow and darknefi. That, after a time, 
by the interceflion of the three primary, 
and the reft of the faithful angelic beings, 
God relented, and placed the delinquents in 
a more fuffcrable ftate of punifhment and 
probation, with powers to gain their loft 
happy fituation—That for that purpofe a 
new creation of the vifible and invifible- 
worlds inftantaneoufly took place, deftined 
for the delinquents.—Téat the new creation 
confitted of fifteen regions, feven below, 
and feven above this terr:queous globe, and 

that 
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that this globe and the feven regions below 
‘it are ftages- of punifhment and purgation, 
and the feven above ftages of purification, 
and confequently that this globe is the eighth, 
laft and chief ftage of punifhment, purgation 
and trial.—That mortal bodies were prepared 
by God, for the rebel angels, 72 x ich they 
were for a {pace to be imprifoned, and fub- 
jet to natural and moral evils, more or lefs 
painful in proportion to their original guilt, 
and through which they were. doomed to 
tran{migrate under eighty-nine different 
forms, the laft into that of man, when the 
powers of the animating rebel fpirits, are 
fuppofed to be enlarged equal to the -ftate 
of their firft creation.—Téat under this form 
God refts his chief expectations of their 
repentance and rcftoration,,and if they fail, 
and continue reprobate under this form, they 
are returned to the loweft region, and fen- 
tenced to go throu::h the fame courfe of pu- 
nifhment, until they reach the ninth gegion, 
or firft ftage of purification, where although 
they ceafe from punifhment, and gain re- 
mitfion and forgiveneis of their guilt of 
rebellion; yet, they are not permitted to 
enter heaven, nor behold their Creator, be- 
fore they have paffed the feven regions of 
purification. That the rebel-leaders had 
power given them by God, to enter the 


4 eight 
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eight regions of punifhment and probation, 
and that the faithful angelic {pirits, had per- 
miffion occafionally to defcend to thofe re- 
gions, to guard the delinquents againft the 
future attempts of their leaders.—And that, 
confcquently, the fouls, or {pirits which ani- 
matc every mortal form, are delinquent 
angels in a ftate of punifhment, for a lapfe 
from innocence, in a pre-cxiffent ftate.” 


We will prefume to fay, that the difference 
between the dodtrincs hitherto imputed, to 
thefe ancient people, when compared with 
the original tenets of the Chartab Bhade, 
will now appear fo obvious to the learned 
and curious reader, that a further difcuffion 
of this point, is we conceive needlefs, and 
would in truth be a tacit reflection upon his 
underftanding. Yet we are far from con- 
demning the authors, who have treated on 
this fubjeCt; they took their information from 
the beft lights they had ;—it i; only to be 
regretted, that in place of drinking at the 
fountain head, they have fwallowed the 
muddy ftreams which flowed from the Cha- 
taband Aughterrab Bhades——The author on 
his departure from Bengal in the year 1750, 
imagined himfelf well informed in the Gen- 
zoo religion, his knewledge had been ac- 
quired by converfations with the Bramins 


of 
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of thofe Bbades who were near, as little ae» 
quainted with the Chartab Bhade of Bra- 
mab, as he was himfelf, and he had then 
thoughts of obtruding his crude notions on 
the public, had not a different neceffary ap- 
plication of his time luckily prevented him. 


When we perule fome portions of Milton's 
account of the rebellion and expulfion of the 
angels, we are almoft led to imagine, on 
comparifon, that Bramab and he were both 
inftructed by the fame fpirit; had not the 
foaring, ungovernable, inventive genius of 
the latter, infligated him to illuftrate his 
poem with icenes ‘oo grofs and ludicrous, 
‘as well as manifeftly repugnant to, and in- 
confiftent with, fentiments we ought to en- 
tertain of an omnipotent Being (as before 
remarked) in which we rather fear he was 
infpired by one of thefe malignant fpirits 
{alluded to in the Shaftab and elfewhere) 
who have from their original defection, been 
the declared enemies of God and Man.—~ 
For however weare aftonithed and admire the 
fublimity of Milton’s genius, we can hardly 
fomctimes avoid concluding his conceits true~ 
ly diabolical —But this by the by.— 


Our readers are now poffeffed for the firft 
time of a faithful account of the Metemp- 


2 - " fychofis 
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Sychofis of the Bramins—commonly called 
the tranfmigration of fouls, a term hitherto 
we believe little underftood, that this doc- 
trine was originally peculiar to the Gentoos, 
will not admit of doubt, although in after 
times it was embraced by the Egyptian Magi, 
and by fome fects amongft the Chinefe and 
Tartars.——Pythagoras, who favored this 
doctrine, and was a convert to it, labored 
to introduce it amongft his country-men the 
Greeks, but failed in the attempt. He fuc- 
ceeded better with them, in the theogony, cof~ 
mogony and mythology of the Bramins 
Aughtorrah Bhade Shaftah, although thefe 
conftituted no part of the original theology 
of Bramab, 


As we have referved a part exprefly for a 
differtation on the doétrine of the Metemp- 
Sychofis, we will avoid further mention of it 
here; but as the Bramins of the Chatah and 
Aughtorrab Bhades, inculcate and teach many 
corollary branches of doétrine which {pring 
from this root, it is neceffary that we recite 
a few of the moft eftablithed ones, 


«© When the delinquent Dedbtah, by the 
mediation of Birmab, Bifnoo and Moifoor, 
and the faithful angelic hoft, were releafed 
from the Onderab; all, except Moifafer, 
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Rhaabon,, and ‘the reft of the rebel leaders, 
were fo-ftruck with the goodnefs and mercy 
of the Eternal one, that they perfevered in a 
ious refignation and true penitence, during 
the firtt of the four Fogues, and multitudes 
afcended, and paffed through the fifteen 
Boboons, and regained their forfeited eftate. 
—This period of time is called in the Sha/- 
tab the Suttee ‘fogue, when the term of the 
fpirits probation in Mburd, was extended 
to one hundred thoufand years. 


«In the fecond of the four Fogues, Motfafoor 
and the rebel leaders fo effectually exerted 
their influence over the delinquent Dedtah, 
that they foon began to forget their crime 
and difregard their punifhment in the Onde- 
rob; they rejected the councils and examples 
of the guardian Deééab, and ftood a fecond 
time in defiance of their Creator ; and Moi/a- 
foor drew over one third of the remaining 
unpurified {pirits -—This period is diftin- 
guithed in the Sba/fab, by the name of the 
Girtah Fogue, in which the Eternal one 
retrenthed the term of the fpirits probation 
in Afburd, to ten thoufand years, In this 
SYogue however, many perfevered in good- 
nets, aicended through the fifteen Bodoons, 

and regained the Mahab Surgo. 
“In 
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“ Inthethird of the four Fogues, Moifafeor’s 
influence increafed, and he drew over half 
of the remaining unpurified fpirits, in each 
of the eight Bodcons of punifhment and pro- 
bation. This period is called in the Shafab, 
the Duapaar, or Dwapaar Fogue, in which 
the term of probation in Méurd, was re- 
duced to one thoufand years; yet in this 
Sfogue there were many who afcended and 
regained the Mabah Surgo. . 


Tn the fourth Fogue, Moifafeor acquired 
as full pofleffion of the hearts of the remaining 
delinquent Debtab as when they firft rofe 
in rebellion with him, with very few ex- 
ceptions ; this period in the Shafab is called 
the Kolee Yogue, in which the term of pro- 
bation in Mourd is limited to one hundred 
years only.—Yet even this Fogue affords fome 
inftances of the delinquent fpirits furmount- 
ing the eight lower Boboons, by penitence 
and good works; notwithftanding the un- 
wearied diligence of Mai/a/oor, Rhaaboon, and 
the reft of the rebellious leaders, ard delin- 


quent Debtab, who had a fecond time fallen 
under his influence.” 


The four Fogues oF ages having been fo 
frequently mentioned in the lat paragraphs, 
we cannot do better than explain their mean- 
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ing here, as fuch explanation. would prove 
too long for a note, it may be remembered, 
they are called the Suttee Yogue, the Tirtab 
Fogue, the Dupaar ‘fogke, and the Kolee 
Sue ; we will {peak to each in their order. 


The Suttee Sogue, or the firtt age, literally 
the age of truth, figuratively the age of 
goodnefs ;—~in this age Endeer is fabled to be 
born, according to the Aughtorrah Bhade; 
and appointed King of the Univerfe—the word 
Endeer literally fignifies good, and is in 
that Shaftab oppofed to Motfafoor or evil, 
and the various battles faid to be fought be- 
tween this rebel angel atid Endeer, and their 
defcendants in every Yogue, allegorically ex- 
hibit the confliéts and progrefs of good and 
evil in the univerfe ; «Endeér’s being ap-. 
pointed univerfal Monarch in the Suttee 
Jogue, alludes to the ftate of the delin- 
quent Deésab in this age, upon their emer- 
ging from the Onderab, when the impref- 
lion of God’s mercy acted fo powerfully on 
their hearts, as to preferve them in penitence 
and purity, during this age, notwithftandin 
the utmoft efforts of Mdoz/afior (or evil) and 
his adherents, to engage them in a fecond 
defection.—From the word Suftee (truth) 
the word Sanfab in Bengals, and Sutch, in 
the Moors are derived,—any one acquainted 
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in the leaft degree with thofe tongues, knows 
that the phrafe Sanfah Kotah, in the one, 
and Sutch Bhaat, in the other, is commonly 
ufed to affert the verity of any thing ad- 
vanced, and fimply fignifies, words of truth, 


The Zirtab Sogue, or fecond age. By 
the term prefixed to this age, the order of 
the “fogues thould feem inverted, as the word 
in its fimple conftrudtion fignifies third. — 
The words, teen, tarah, tife, trefe, and tetrefe, 
which exprefs the numbers three, thirteen, 
twenty-three, thirty and thirty-three, are all 
derivatives from the Sanferit, Tirtah, or 
Tirtea, as it is fometimes wrote, and means 
the third, but oftener the third part, as in 
the prefent inftance, where the term Tirtab 
Fogue given to the fecond age, is allufive to 
the fecond defection of one third of the re- 
maining unpurified delinqueat fpirits, from 
that penitence and purity which governed 
them in the Suttee Fogue,—In thisage Rhaam 
is fabled to be born for the protedtion of the 
delinquent Dedtab, againft the fnares and 
attempt of Moifafoor and his adherénts.— 
The word Rbaam in the Sanfcrit, literally 
fignifies protector, but in many parts of the 
Aughtorrab Bhade this perfonage is men- 
tioned in a more extended fenfe, as the pro- 
tector of kingdoms, ftates and property.— 

F 3 Rhaam! 
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Rhaam! Rhaam ! is ufed as a pious faluta- 
tion, between two Gentoos when they meet 
in the morning, thereby recommending each 


other’s perfon and property to the protection 
of this Demi-god. 


The Duapaar ‘Sfogue, or third age.—'T his 
term prefixed to the third age, alludes to 
the fecond defection from penitence and 
goodnefs of cxe half of the remaining unpa- 
rified D-étab—dua, or dwa fimply fignifies, 
two, or the fecond, but here by the addition 
of paar, it means the half; thus duapair 
deen, expreffes half the day, and duapaar 
rbaat half the night,—that is if the-phrafe 
iffues from the mouth of*a polite Gentoo 
but the vulgar would fay adab deen and adah 
rbaat, adab being the commen Bengal word 
for halfi—In the beginning of this ‘Yogue 
the Aughtcrrah Bhade fixes the birth of Ki/- 
fen Taghcor—The word fiffen in the San- 
Jfcrit fignifies a fcourge, and this being is 
in that Bbade frequently diftinguifhed as the 
fcourge of tyrants and tyranny.—Tagoor li- 
terally means revered, refpecied, and is a coms 
mon appellation given to Bramins. 


| The Kolee fogue, or the fourth and pre- 
fent age.—Kolee in the Sanferit fignifies cor- 
ruption, pollution, impurity, confequently 
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Kolce Sfogue means the age of pollution. — 
In this age (fay the Bramins) children thall 
bear falfe witnefs againft their parents, and 
before the expiration of it—the ftature of 
the Mburd by the wickednefs of the rebel- 
- Hous Dedteb that animates it, fhall be fo re~ 
duced, that he will not be able to pluck a 
Bygon (berengelab *) without the help of a 
hooked (tick.—We have often, whilft at the 
head of the judicial court of Cutcherry at 
Calcutta, heard the moft atrocious murders 
and crimes confeffed, and an extenuation of 
them attempted, by pleading, i was she 
Kolee Fogue.— How far the poetical conceits 
of Ovid, and others, touching the golden, 
&c. ages, have been framed from Bramab’s 
four ‘fogues, we leave to the inveftigation of 
the curious. 


It is an eftablithed doétrine of the Augh- 
torrab Bhade, that the three primary created 
perfonages, as well as the reft of the hea- 
venly angelic faithful fpirits, have from time 
to time according to the permiffion given 
them by God, defcended to the eight Bo- 
boos of punifhment, and have voluntarily 
fubjected themlelves to the feelings of na- 
tural and moral evil, for the fake of their 
brethren, the delinquent Dedtab. And to 

* The Ese Plant. 
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this end, have undergone the eighty-nine 
tranfmigrations * ; and that it is thofe bene- 
volent {pirits, who have at different times 
appeared on this earthly region, under the 
mortal forms and names of Endeer, Bra- 
mab, Saggernaut, Kiffen Tagoor, Rhaam, 
Luccon, Kalkee, (or Kalle) Surfuttee, Gun- 
nis, Kartic, &c.—That have oppofed and 
fought againft Moz/afoor, Rhaaben, and their 
iniquitous adherents and have proved 
themfelves under the various characters of 
Kings, Generals, Philofophers, Lawgivers 
and Prophets, fhining examples to the de- 
linquent Dedtah, of ftupendous courage, for- 
titude, purity and piety—That their vifita- 
tions were frequent during the Tirtah, and 
Duapaar Fogues, but rare fince the com- 
mencement of the Kolee Yogue, becaufe in 
this age the delinquent Debraé in general are 
deemed utterly reprobate, and hardened in 
their wickednefs beyond the power of coun- 
cilor example ; fo that they are in a manner 
left, and given up to their own powers, and 
abandoned to the full influence of Moi- 
fofeor.x—But that there are ftill in every 





* Hence the Gentors dread of killing even by acci- 
dent any thing that has life, as thereby they may not 
only ditpoffefs the fpirits of their allied Debtab, but 
alfo, thofe of the celeftial Debrab, who are working 
cor their redemption, 
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period of time fome few inftances of the de- 
linquents exertion of their own powers for 
their falvation, and that when this is mani- 
felt to God, he permits the celeftial Dedtab 
invifibly to aid, confirm, and fupport them. 


Although the Shaflab of Bramab denies 
the prefcience of God refpecting the actions 
of free-agents, yet the Bramins maintain 
that his knowledge extends to the thoughts of 
every created being, and that the moment a 
thought is conceived by the foul or fpirit, it 
is fympathetically conveyed to God.—It is 
upon this principle that the adorations, pray- 
ers, petitions and thankfgivings, which the 
Gentoos prefer to the Deity himfelf are offered 
in folemn filence; but it is not fo with regard 
to the invocations and worfhip, inftituted: by 
the Aughtorrah Bhade to be paid to the fub- 
ordinate celeftial beings, for thefe are ad- 
dreffed in loud prayer, joined to the clang 
of various mufical inftruments. 


We have already flightly touched on the 
religious veneration paid to the. Ghoij in a 
particular diftri@t of Bengall, although it is 
beyond doubt, that their devotion to this ani- 
mal was univerfal throughout Indoffan in 
former times——The original fource of this 
regard, was of a two fold nature, as a reli- 
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gious and political inftitution: firft, in a reli- 
gious fenfe ; as holding in the rotation of the 
Metempfychofis, the rank immediately pre- 
ceding the human form; this conception is 
the true caufe of that devout, and fometimes 
enthofiaftic veneration paid to this animated 
form, for the Bramins inculcate that when 
the Ghoij fuffers death by accident or vio- 
Jence, or through the neglect of the owner, 
it is a token of God’s wrath againft the 
wickednels of the {pirit of the proprietor, 
who from thence is warned that at the diffo- 
lution of his human form, he will not be 
deemed worthy of entering the firft Boboon of 
purification, but be again condemned to retura 
to the loweft region of punifhment: hence 
it is, that not only mourning and Jamenta- 
tion enfue onthe vislent death of either cow 
or calf—but the proprietor is frequently en- 
joined, and oftener voluntarily undertakes, a 
three years pilgrimage in expiation of his 
crime, forfaking his family, friends and re- 
lations, he fubfitts during his pilgrimage on 
charity and alms.—It is worthy remark, 
that the penitent thus circumftanced, ever 
meets with the deepe!t commiferation, as his 
ftate is deemed truely pitiable; two inftances 
have fallen within our own knowledge where 
the penitents have devoted themfelves to the 
fervice of God, and a pilgrimage during the 
term of their life. 


Secondly, 
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Secondly, the G4ai is venerated by the 
Genioos in a political fenfe, as being the moft 
ufeful and neceffar¥ of the whole animal 
creation, to’a people forbid feeding on 
Aleth, or on any thing that had breathed the 
breath of life; for it not only yielded to 
them deleétable food, but was otherways 
effentially ferviceable in the cultivation of 
their lands; on which depended their ve- 
getable fubfiftence. 


The Gentoss hold that the females of all 
animated forms are, more or lets, favored of 
God, but more eminently in the form of 
Moiyab in the cighty-ninth tranfmigra- 
tion; the word fignifies excellent, and is ap« _ 
plied to the female of Mburd; Rhaan is the 
common name for woman, though it ufually 
means a married Moiyab, and the Gentoo 
Princeffes bave no higher title than Rhaanee, 
The female or Moiyah of Mburd, is fup- 
pofed to be animated by the moft benign and 
leatt culpable of the apoftate angels, and 
that from this form, in every period of 
the four ‘fogues, an infinitely greater number 
of the delinquent fpirits, have entered the 
firft region of purification, than from the 
form of Mburd. 


The fudden death of infants, the Bramins 
fay, marks the fpirit favored of Ged, and 
7 that 
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that it is immediately received into the bofom 
of Bifinoo, (the preferver) and conveyed to 
the firft region of purification. The fudden 
death of adults, on the contrary, they pro- 
nounce a mark of God’s wrath againft the 
animating {pirit, as it’s term of probation in 
Mburd, is cut thort.~—The great age of 
man, when it is accompanied with the en- 
joyments of his faculties and underftanding, 
is pronounced by the Bramins to be the 
greateft blefling God can beftow upon this 
mortal fiate, as thereby the term of the 
fpirits probation is prolonged ; adding thatthe 
Himited {pace cf one hundred years, decreed 
by God in the pretent Kolee Fogue, is full thort 
for the works of repentance and goodnefs, 
and that when the life and underftanding is 
preferved beyond that limited term, itought | 
to be deemed.a fignal mark of God’s fpecial 
Stace and favor, 





Longevity, in (what we call) the brute 
creation, is by the Bramins efteemed a mark 
of the great delinquency of the fpirits which 
animate thofe tribes, becaufe they are fo long 
debarred and with-held from their great and 
chief ftate of probation in Mburd—The 
Gentoos eftimate the greater or lefler delin- 
quency of the apoftate {pirits, by the clafs 
ef mortal forms they are doomed to inhabit; 

thus, 
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thus, all voracious and unclean animals are 
fappofed to be animated by the moft malig- 
nant {pirits ;—if a hog or dog touch a Gen- 
too, he is defiled} not from the animal form, 
but from the perf{wafion, that the Debtab 
animating that form, is a malignant {piric. 
—Every voracious animal, that inhabits the 
earth, air and waters, and men whofe lives 
and aétions are publicly and atrocioufly 
wicked, come under that clafs of fpirits.— 
On the contrary, thofe fpirits that animate 
the forms which fubfift on vegetables, and 
do not prey upon each other, are pronounced 
favored of God. 


. The general warfare which is obferved in 
the animal world, whereby the deftrution 
of one fpecies is the neceflary fupport and 
fubfiftence of others, the Bramins affert is 
the lot of punifhment decreed by God for 
the moft guilty of the apoftate angels, who 
are thereby made dvs inftruments of punith- 
ment to each other, every of thefe tribes 
‘being a deftined prey to one another.—The 
natural enmity which fome claffles of ani- 
mals bear to others, whereby they live in a 
continued {tate of war and contention, when- 
ever they meet, although they do not fub- 
fift on each other, proceeds they fay from 
the fame caufe; the delinquent Debrah being 
deftined 
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defined asa punithment, in thofe forms te 
exercife that propenfity to hatred, envy, and 
animofity, on one another, which they had 
fo impotently dared to exert againft their 
Creator, 


The rotation of animal forms deftined for 
the habitation of the delinquent Ded:ab, are 
not, fay the Bramins, precifely the fame, on 
repetition of the eighty. nine tranfinigrations ; 
but are arbitrary and refts with the will of 
God; but it is their belief that the leaft 
guilty of the Deédtad, tranfmigrate only 
through thofe forms which by their nature 
are deftined to fubfift on the vegetable crea- 
tion ; and that the three changes inmediately 
preceding the {pirits animating the Ghoij 
(that is the eighty-fifth, cightyfixth, and 
eighty-feventh) are into the moft innocent 
of the fpecies of birds, the goat and the 
Sheep, the avimals mot favored of God, 
next to the Gho7 and Méurd—From hence 
the rigid Bramins execrate with bitterne(s, 
the cruelty of thofe nations, who. wickedly 
and wantonly, felect and flaughter the beft 
beloved created forms of God, namely the 
birds, the goat, the fheep, and the cow, 
to fatisfy their unnatural lutt of appetite, 
in defiance not only to his exprefs command . 
and prohibition, but ia oppoefi.ion to the 

natural 
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natural and obvious conftruction of the 
mouth and digeftive faculties of Mburd, which” 
marks him, deftined with other forms moft 
favored of God, to feed and fubfift on the fruits 
and produce of the earth with the additional 
bleffing of the milk of the Ghoy, and of 
other animals.—For this degeneracy, they 
account no ctherwife, than pioufly lamenting 
the pitiable ftate of Mburd, fince the com- 
mencement of the Kv/ee Fogue, adding, that 
by juft confequence the tranfgreffion carries” 
its punifhment along with it, for by this af- 
femblage of unnatural and forbidden food, 
variety of difeafes are entailed, which cut 
fhort the term of probation in Mburd, by 
which the delinquent fpirit robs himfelf of 
more than half of that {pace of indulgence 
and trial which his Creator has gracioufly 
beftowed upon him, and which he by a frefh 
inftance of his difobedience, ungratefully 
rejects, 


Ovid in his fifteenth book of Metamorpho- 
fos introduces Pythagoras diffuading mankind 
from killing and feeding on his féllow crea- 
tures, Our readers will excufe us, if we tran{- 
cribe fuch parts of his pathetic argumenté, 
as cre firictly in point with the fubject of the 
preceding paragraph. 


“cc He 
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« He firft the tafte of fiefh, from tables drove, 
And argued-well, if arguments could move. 
O mortals! from your fellows blood abftain, 
Nor taint your bodies, with a food: prophane ; 
While corn and pulfe by nature are beftow’d, 
And planted orchards bends their willing load ; 
While labor’d gardens wholefome herbs produce, 
And teeming vines, afford their gen’rous juice 5 
Nor.tardler fruits of cruder kind are loft, 
But tam’d by fire or mellow’d by the froft ; 
While kine to pails, diftended udders ‘bring, 
And bees their honey, redolent of ‘Ipring ; 
While earth, not only can your needs fupply, 
But lavith of her ftores, provides for luxury ; 
A guiltlcis feaft, adminifters with eafe, 
And without blood, is prodigal to pleafe , 
Wild beafts their maws, with their flain breth’ren fill, 
And yet not all,—for fome refufe to kill ; 
Sheep, goats, and oxen, and the nobler.fteed, 
On browfe and corn, and flow’ry meadows feed ; 
Bears, tigers, wolves, the angry lions brood, 
‘Whom heaven endu’d with principles of blood, 
He wifely funder’d, from the reft to yell, 
Tn foreft, and in lonely caves to dwell ; 
Where ftronger beafts, opprefs the weak by night, 
And all in peey, and purple feafts delight. 


+¢ Q impious ufe! to Nature’s laws oppofed, 
Where bowels are, in others bowels clofed ; 
‘Where fatten’d, by their fellow’s fat they thrive, 
Maintain’d by murder, and by death, they live 5 
Tis 
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‘Tis then for nought, that mother Earth provides 
"The ftores of all fhe fhows, and all fhe hides; 
If men with flefhy morfels mutt be fed, 
And chaw with bloody teeth the breathing bread 5 
‘What elfe is this, but to devour our guelts, 
And barbroufly renew Cyclopean feafts. 
We by deftroying life, our life fuftain, 
And gorge th? ungodly maw, with meats obfcene. 


&t Not fo the golden age, who fed on fruit, 
Nor durft with bloody méals their mouths pollute ; 
Then birds, in airy fpace, might fafely move, 
And tim’rous hares on heaths fecurely rove, 

Nor needed fifh the guileful hooks to fear, 
For all was peaceful, and that peace fincere. 
‘Whoever was the wretch, and curs’d be he, 
That cnvy’d firft, our food’s fimplicity 5 
The eflay of bloody feafts, on brutes began, 
And after forged the fword to murder man ; 
Had he the fharpened fteel, alone employed 
On beafts of prey, which other beafts deftroyed, 
Or.man invaded, with their fangs and paws, 
This had been juftifyed by Nature’s laws, 
And {elf defence :—but who did feafts begin 
Of flefh, he ftretch’d neceffity, to fin. 

To kill man-killers, man has lawful power, 
But not the extended licence to devour, =~ 


s¢J]l habits gather, by unfeen degrees, 
As brooks make rivers, rivers run to feas 5 
The fow, with her broad fnout, for rooting up, 
Th’ entrufted feed, was judg’d to {poil the crop 5 i 
And intercept the {weating farmer’s hope. 
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The coyetous churl, of unforgiving kind, 
The offender to the bloody prieft refign’d ; 
Her hunger was no plea, for that fhe dy’d;- 
The goat came next in order to be tried. 
The goat had crop’d the tendrils ofthe vine, 
In vengeance the laity, and clergy join, 
‘Where one had loft his profit, one his wine. 
Here was, at leaft, fome fhadow of offence, 
The fheep was facrificed, on no pretence, ; 
But meek, and unrefifting innocence. 
A patient, ufeful creature, born to bear, 
“The warm and woolly fleece, that cloth’d her murderer; 
-And daily to give down the milk fhe bred, 
A tribute for the grafs on which fhe fed: 
Living both food and rarment fhe fupplies, 
And is of leaft advantage, when fhe dies. 


<¢ How did the toiling ox, his death deferve, 
A downright fimple drudge, and born to ferve; 
O tyrant! with what juftice can’ft théu hope? 
The promife of the year a plenteous crop, 
When thou deftroy’ft thy lab’ring fteer, who till’d 
And plough’d with pain, thy elfe ungrateful field 5 
From his yet reeking neck, to draw the yoke, 
That neck with which the furly clods he broke ; 
And to the hatchet, yield thy hufband man, 
Who finithed autumn, and the fpring began. 


** Nor this alone ! but heaven itfelf to bribe, 
We to ihe gods, our impious aéts afcribe ; 
Firfk recompence with death, their creatures toil, 
‘Then call the bleft above to fhare the fpoil. 
The 
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The fairelt vitim, muft the pow’rs appeafe 
(So fatal ’tis fometimes too much to pleafe} 
A purple fillet his broad brow adorns; 
With flow’ry garlands crown’d and gilded Horns: 
He hears the murd’rous prayer the prieft prefers, 
But underftands not! ’tis his doom he hears : 
Beholds the meal; betwixt his temples caft, 
(The fruit and produé of his labors paft,) 
And in the water, views perhaps the knife, 
Uplifted to deptive him of his life; 
Then broken up alive, his entrails fees 
Torn out for priefts t’infpe&t the gods decrees, 


“ Frotti whence, O mortal man! this guft of blood 
Have you deriv’d? and interdiéted food ? 
Bc taught by me, this dire delight to fhun, 
Warn’d by my precepts, by my praétice, wons. 
And when you eat the well-deferving beaft, 
Think, on the ‘ab’rer of your field, you feaft, 


« Then let tot piety be put to Aight, 
To pleafe the tafte of glutton appetite ; 
But suffer inmate fouls fecure to dwell, 
Left from their feats your parents you expell ; 
With rabid hunger feed upon your kind, 
Or from a beaft diflodge a brother’s mind.” 


That Pyzhagoras carried fuch fentiments 
from the Bramins, and labored to obtrude 
them upon his countrymen, is beyond cons 
troverfy ; the pathetic perfwafives he urged 
to them in that age to abftain from the 
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feeding ‘on their brethren of the creation, 
proved however as ineffectual then, as we 
conceive it would be in the prefent, the more’s 
the pity—for it is to be’feased we fhall to 
the end of the chapter—Rife; kill, and eat. 


Regarding the defcription (which Ovid 
puts in the mouth of Pythagoras) of the 
ancient religious facrifices, we muft in juftice 
to the Bramins fay he could not borrow it 
from,them; in this particular the original 
religious tenets of the Gentoos differ from all 
the ancients, for they were ftrangers to thofe 
bloody facritices and offerings ; neither of the 
Gentoo Bhades having the leaft allufion to that 
mode of worfhipping the deity; and the 
Bramins fay, nothing but Moifafoor himfelf 
could have. invented fo” infatuated and cruel 
an inftitution, which is manifeftly fo#epug- 
nant to the true fpirit of devotion, and 
abhorrent to the Eternal one. 


That every animal form is endued, with 
Cogitatton, memory and reflection, is one of 
the moft eftablithed tenets of the Bramins ; 
indeed it muft confequentially be fo, on the 
fuppoled Metempfychofis of the apoftate 
fpirus, through thefe mortal forms.—Every 
ftate of the delinquent fpirits abode in 
the eight Baboons, they fay, is a ftate of 

humilia- 
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humiliation, punifhment and purgation, 
that of Mburd not excepted; and that the 
purpofe of the Eternal one would be de-, 
feated by himfelf, had he not endued them’ 
with rationality and a confcioufnefs of their 
fituation. In the form of Méburd alone, 
is the fpirit’s ftate of probation, becaufe in 
this form only, he again becomes an abfolute - 
and free agent; and in this alone lies the 
difference between Mburd, and the reft of the 
animal created forms, for in thefe, the fpirit’s 
intellectual faculties are circumfcribed, more 
or lefs, by the varied conftruction of the forms, 
and limited within certain bounds, which 
they cannot exceed,—that con{cioufnels of 
thofe confined powers, and envy at the fu- 
periour fate of Mburd, conftitutes their chief 
punithment ; that this unceafing envy, and © 
refentment of the Ufarped tyranny which 
Mbute affamed over the animal creation (from 
the beginning of the Kelee Fogue J are the caules, 
which made them in general fhun his fo- 
ciety, and live in a ftate of enmity with 
him, according to the force of the natural 
powers, which the Eternal one -has en- 
dued them with; that where fome of the 
fpecies appear an exception to this general 
bent, it proceeds from the weakne(s of their 
natural powers; or the fuperiour craft and 
fabtility of Mburd, who firit deceitfully 
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Sflured them to flavery and deftruction.stex 
That neither envy or enmity in the animal 
created forms, nor ufurped tyranny on the 
part of Mburd, had exiftence in the breatts 
of cither, before the beginning of the Kole 
Segue, when a univerfal degeneracy ‘of al- 
moft all the remaining unpurified Dedstab 
prevailed through all their mortal forms—— 
which until that period had lived in amity 
and harmony, as con{cious of being involved 
under the fame fentence and difpleafure of 
their Creator ; and laftly—-That the ufurped 
tyranny of Mburd over the reft of the de- 
linquent angels was difpleafing to the Eternal 
one, and will be a charge exhibited againft 
the fpirit by Bifaeo at the diffolution of 
Mburd, for that in place of cherifhing the 
unhappy delinquents during their ftate of 
humiliation and_punifhment, they do, bx the 
force of their tyrannic ufurpation, fabor 
to make their ftate more miferable, than the 
Eternal one intended it fhould be, in viola- 
tion of his exprefs injun@tion, that they fhould 
fove one another. 


The Bramins hold, that every diftiné 
fpecies of animal creation have a compre- 
henfive mode of communicating their ideas, 
peculiar to themfelyes; and that the Mecemp- 
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fichofis of the delinquent fpirits extends 
through every organifed body, even to the 
fmalleft infe& and reptile ;—they highly ve- 
nerate the bee, and fome fpecies of the ant, 
and conceive the fpirits animating thofe 
forms are favored of Géd, and that its in- 
tellectual faculties, are more enlarged under 
them, than in moft others. 


(Although we have already fhewn that the 
bloody facrifices of the ancients was no part 
of the Gentoo tenets, yet there fubfifts amongft 
them at this day, a voluntary facrifice, of 
too fingular a nature, to pafs by us unno- 
ticed; the rather as it has been frequently 
mentioned by various authors, without we 
conceive that knowledge and perfpicuity 
which the metter calls for; the facrifice we 
alludegto, is the Gen/oo wives burning with 
the bodies of their deceafed hufbands. We 
have taken no fmall pains to inveftigate this 
feeming cruel cuftom, and hope we fhall be 
able to throw {ame fatisfactory lights on this 
very extraordinary fubject, which has hi- 
therto been hid in obfcurity; in order to 
which we will firf’ remove one or two ob- 
ftructions that lie in our way, and hinder our 
nearer and more perfect view of it. 
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The caufe commonly affigned for the 
origin of this facrifice (peculiar to the wives 
of this nation) is, that 74 was a law confli- 
tuted to put a period to a wicked practice that 
the Gentoos wives kad of poifoning their buf 
bands ;—for this affertion We cannot trace 
the fmalleft femblance of truth, and indeed 
the krown fact, that the facrifice muft be 
voluntary, of iv’s felf refutes that common 
miftake.—It has alfo been a received opinion, 
that if the wife refufes to burn, fhe lofes her 
caft (or tribe) and is flamped with difgrace 
and infamy, an opinion equally void of 
foundation in fact as the other.—The real 
ftate of this cafe is thus circumftanced.~The 
firft wife (for the Gentoo laws allow bigamy, 
although they frequently do not benefit 
themfelves of the indulgence, if they have 
iffue by the firft) has it in her chgice to 
barn, but zs not permitted to declare her re- 
folution before twenty-four hours after the 
deceafe of her hufband ;—if the refufes, the 
right devolves to the fecond,—if either, after 
the expiration of twenty-four hours, publicly 
declare, before the Bramins and witneffes, 
their refolution to durn, they cannot then 
retract. If they both refufe at the expira- 
tion of that term, the worft confequence 
that attends their refufal, is lying under the 
jmputation of being wanting to their own 

honor, 
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honor, purification, and the profperity of their 
family, for from their infancy, they are in- 
ftrudted by the houfehold Bram to look 
upon this cataftrophe, as moft glorious to 
themfelves, and beneficial ta their children : 
the truth is, that the children® of the 
wife who burns, become thereby illuftrious, 
and ate fought after in marriage by the moft 
opulent and honourable of their caft, and 
fometimes received into a calt fuperiour to 
their own, 


That the Bramins take unwearied pains 
to encourage, promote, and confirm in the 
minds of the Gentco wives, this fpirit of 
burning, is certain (their motives for it, the 

enetration of our readers may by and by 

probably difcover) and although they ‘feldom 
lofe their labor, yet inftances happen, where 
fear, or love of life, fets at nought all their 
preaching; for it fometimes falls out that the 
firft wife refufes, and the fecond burns; at 
others, they both refufe; and as buitone 
can burn, it fo happens, that wheit the 
fecond wife has iffue by the dezeafed, and 
the fir’ none, there commonly enfues a 
violent contention between them, which of 
the two fhall make the facrifice ; but this 
difpute is generally determined by the Bra- 
mnins, ini favor of the firft, unlefs the is pre- 
3 vailed 
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vailed on by perfwafion, or other motives to 
wave her right, in favor of the ‘{econd,— 
Having elucidated thefe matters, we will 
Proceed to give our readers the bett account, 
we have been able to obtain of the origin 
of this remarkable cuftom. 


At the demife of the mortal part of the 
Gentoo’s great Law-giver and Prophet Bra- 
Mau, his wives, inconfolable for his lofs, 
tefolved not to furvive him, and offered 
themfelves voluntary vi@ims on his funeral 
pile.—-The wives of the chief Rajahs, the 
firft officers of the ftate, being unwilling to 
have it thought that they were deficient in 
fidelity and affection, followed the heroic 
example fet them by the wives of Bramab ; 
—the Bramins (a tribe then newly confti- 
tuted by their great legiflator) pronounced 
and declared, shat the delinquent fpirits of 
thofe heroines, immediately ceafed from their 
tranfmigrations, and had entered the rf 
Boboon of purification—it followed, that ther 
wives claimed a right of making the fame 
facrifice of their mortal forms to God, and 
the manes of their deceafed hufbands —_— 
The wives of every Gentco caught the en- 
thufiaftic (now pious) fame. Thus the 
heroic ads of a few women brought about 
a general cuftom, the Bramins had given - 
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the flamp of religion, they foifted it into the 
Chatab and Aughtorrab Bhades, and infti- 
tuted the forms and ceremonials that were to 
accompany the facrifice, ftrained fome ob- 
{cure paflages of Bramab’s Chartab Bhade, 
to countenance their declared fenfe of the 
action, and eftablifhed it as a religious tenet 
throughout Indoflan, fabje@ to the reftric- 
tions before recited, which leaves it a volan- 
tary act of glory, piety and fortitude. 
Whether the Eramins were fincere in their 
declared fenfe, and confecration of this aé, 
or had a view to the fecuring the fidelity of 
their own wives, or were actuated by any 
other motives, we will not determine. 








When people have lived together to an 
advanced age, in mutual aéts of confidence, 
friendfhip and affection ; the facrifice a Gen~ 
too widow makes of her perfon (under fuch 
an affecting circumftance as the lofs of friend 
and hufband) feems lefs an object of wonder ; 
-— but when we fee women in the bloom 
of youth, and beauty, in the calm poffeffion 
of their reafon and underftanding, with af- 
tonifhing fortitude, fet at nought, the tender 
confiderations of parents, children, friends, 
and the horror and torments of the death 
they court, we cannot refift viewing fuch 

an 
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an act, and fuch a victim, with tears of 
commifeyation, awe and reverence, 


_ We have been prefent at many of thefe 
facrifices: in fome of the ‘vitims, we have 
wobferved a pitiable dread, tremor, and re. 
luGance, that ftrongly {poke repentance for 
their declared refolution; but it was now too 
late to retraét, or retreat; Bifinoo was wait- 
ing for the fpirit—If the felf doomed vic- 
tim difcovers want of courage and fortitude, 
fhe is with gentle fotce obliged to afcend 
the pile, where the is held down with long 
poles, held by men on each fide of the pile, 
until the flames reach her; her fereams and 
cries, in the mean time, being drowned 
amidft the deafening noife of loud mufick, 
and the acelamations of the multitude.——— 
Others we ave feen go through this fiery 
trial, with moft amazing fteady, calm, re- 
folution, and joyous fortitude. Tt will 
not we hope be unaccepiable, if we prefent 
our readers with an inftance of the latter, 
which happened fome years paft at the Eaft 
Judia corrpany’s factory at Cofimbuzaar, 
. in the time of Sir Francis Ruffell’s chiefthip ; 
the author, and feveral other gentlemen of 
the factory were prefent, fome of whom are 
now living:—from a narrative, which the 
author then tranfmitted to England he is 

now 





( 93 ) 
now énabled to give the particulars of this 
moft remarkable proof of female fortitude, 
and conftancy. 


“© At five of the clock on the morning of 
the 4th of February, 1742-3, died Rhaam 
Chund Pundit of the Mabhabrattor tribe, aged 
twenty-eight years; his widow (for he had but 
one wife) aged between feventeenandeighteen, 
as foon as he expired, difdaining to wait the 
term allowed her for reflection, immediately 
declared to the Bramins and witneffes prefent 
her refolution to burn; as the family was of 
no {mall confideration, all the merchants of 
Coffimbuzear, and her relations, left no ar- 
_ guments uneffayed to difluade her from it— 
Lady Ruel, with the tendereft humanity, fent 
her feveral meflages to the fame purpofe ;— 
the infant ftate of her children (two girls 
and a boy, the eldeit not four years of age) 
and the terrors and pain of the death fhe 
fought, were painted to her in the ftrongeft 
and moft lively colouring—fhe was deaf to 
all,—the gratefully thanked Lady Rufell, 
and fent her word he bad now nothing to 
ive for, but recommended her children to her 
protection.—When the torments of burning 
were urged in terrorem to her, fhe with a re- 
folved and calm countenance, put her finger 
into the fire, and held it there a confiderable 

time; 
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time, the then with one hand put fire in 
the palm of the other, fprinkled incenfe on 
it, and fumigated the Bramins. The confi- 
deration of her children feft deftitute of a 
parent was again urged to her.—She replied, 
be that made them, would take care of them.— 
She was at laft given to underftand, the 
fhould not be permitted to burn.*; this for 
a fhort fpace feemed to give her deep afflic- 
tion, but foon recolleGting herfelf, fhe told 
them, death was in her power, and that if. “fre 
was not allowed to burn, according to the 
principles of ber caft, foe would farve ber felf— 
Her friends, finding her thus peremptory and 
refolved, were obliged at laft to affent. 


‘© The body of the deceafed was carried 
down to thé water fide, ‘early the following 
morning, the widow followed about ten 
o'clock, accompafiied by three very principat 
Bramins, her chiidren, parents, and relations, 
and a numerous concourfe of people. The 
erder cf leave for her burning did not arrive 
from Hofeyn Khan, Fouzdaar of Morfhada- 
dad, until after one, and it was thea brought 
by one of the Scxbab’s own officers, who 


* The Gentecs are not permitted to burn, without 
an order from the Adahommedan government, and this 
permiffion is commonly made a perquifite of —— 
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had orders to fee that the burnt volunta- 
rily. = The time they waited for the 
order was employed in praying with the 
Branuns, and waifhing in the Ganges; as 
foon as it arrived, fhe retired and ftayed for 
the fpace of half an Nour in the midft of 
her female relations, amongft whom was 
her mother; the then-divefted herfelf of her 
bracelets, and other ornaments, and tyed 
them in a cloth, which hung like an apron 
before her, and was conducted by her 
female relations to one corner of the pile; 
on the pile was an arched arbor formed of 
dry fticks, boughs and leaves, open only at 
one end to admit her entrance; in this the 
body of the deceafed was depofited, his head 
at the end oppofite to the opening.—At the 
corner of the pile, to which fhe had been 
conducted, the Bramin had made a fmalk 
fire, round which fhe ,and the three Bra- 
mins at for fome minutes, one of them gave 
into her hand a leaf of the bale tree (the 
wood commonly contecrated to form part of 
the funeral pile) with fundry things on it, 
which fhe threw into the fire; one of the 
others gave her a fecond leaf, which the held 
over the fame, whilft he dropped three times 
fome ghee on it, which melted, and fell into 
the fire (thefe two operations, were prepa- 
ratory fymbols of her approaching diffolution 
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by fire) and whilft they were perforniing 
this, the third Bramin read to her fome 
portions of the Aughtorrab Bhade, and alked 
her fome queftions, to which fhe anfwered 
with a fteady, and ferene countenance ; but 
the noife was fo great, we could not under- 
ftand what fhe faid, although we were with= 
in a yard of her.—Thefe over, the was led 
with great folemnity three times round the 
pile, the Bramins reading before her; when 
the came the third time to the fmall fire, 
fhe ftopped, took her rings off her toes and 
fingers, and pat them to her other orna= 
ments; here {he took a folemn majeftic leave 
of her children, parents, and relations; after 
which, one of the Bramins dipd a large 
wick of cotton in fome ghee, and gave it 
ready lighted into her hand, and led her to 
the open fide of the arbor ; there, all the 
Bramins fell at her feet; after fhe had 
bleffed them, they retired weeping ;+—by 
two fteps, fhe afcending the pile and entered 
the arbor; on her entrance, fhe made a 
profound reverence at the feet of the de- 
ceafed, and advanced and feated herfelf by 
his head ; the looked, in filent meditation 
on his face, for the fpace of a minute, then 
fet fire to the arbor, in three places; obferv~ 
ing that fhe had fet fire to leeward, and that 
the flames blew from her, inftantly feeing 

her 
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her error fhe rofe, and fet fire to windward, 
and refumed her ftation ; enfign Daniel with 
his cane, feparated the grafs and leaves on’ 
the windward fide, by which means we had 
a dittin& view of her as fhe fat. With what 
dignity, and undaunted «a countenance, the 
fet fire to the pile the laft time, and affumed 
her feat, can only be canceived; for words 
cannot convey a juft idea of her—The pile 
being of combuttible matters, the fupporters 
of the roof were prefently confumed, and it 
tumbled upon her.” 


We fee our fair country-women fhudder 
at an action, which we fear they will look 
upon, asa proof of the higheft infatuation 
in their fex.—Although it is not our inten- 
tion here to defend the tenets of the Bramins, 
yet we may be allowed to offer fome juftifi- 
cation on behalf of the Gentco women in the 
action before us—Let us view it (as we fhould 
every other action) without prejudice, and 
without keeping always in fight our own 
tenets and cuftoms, and prepoffeffions that 
too generally refult therefrom, to the injury 
of others ;—if we view thefe women ina juift 
light, we fhall think more candidly of them, 
and confefs they act upon heroic, as well as 
rational and pious principles: In order to this 
we muft confider then as a race of females 
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tehdence in it; yet we will depend on their 
natural goodneis of heart, generofity and 
candor, that they will in future look on thefe 
their Gentoo fitters of the creation, ta a 
more favorable, and cenfiftent light, than 
probably they have hitherto done; and not 
deem that aétion an infatuation, which re- 
falts from principle. "Let them alfo recollect 
that their own hiftory affords illuftrious ex- 
amples in both fexes of voluntary facrifices 
by fire, becaule they would not fublcribe 
even to a different mode of profefling the 
fame faith. Befides—a contempt of deaths 
is not peculiar to the women of India, it is 
the charateriftic of the nation; every Gentoo 
meets that moment of diffolution, with a 
fteady, noble, and philofophic refignation, 
flowing from the eftablithed principles of 
their faith, 


Before we clofe this fubje&t, we will men- 
tion one or two more particulars relative to 
it.—It has been already remarked in a mar- 

inal note, that the Gentoa women are not 
allowed to burn, without an order of leave 
from the Mahsmmedan government; it is 
proper alfo to inform our readers this pri- 
vilege is never withheld from them.—T here 
have been inftances known, when the viGim 
has, Ay Europeans been forceably refeued 
Ta trom 
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from the pile; it is currently faid and be- 
lieved (how true we will not aver) that the 
wife of Mr. ‘Sob Charnock was by him 
fnatched from this facriftce; be this as it 
Thay, the outrage is confidered by the Gen- 
foos, an atrocious, and wicked violation of 
their facred rites and privileges. \ 


Having now brought our fourth general 
head to a conclufion, and faithfully, to the 
beft of our knowledge (with the materials we 
are poffeffed of) exhibited the original tenets 
of the ancient Bramins, according to the 
firft book of Bramab’s Chartab Bhade ; 
and having in our remarks given fach elu- 
cidations as we thought our fubje@ called 
for, we fubmit our imperfect work (for 
imperfect we mutt ftill call it) with all due 
deference to the public; hoping that fome 
more capable head and hand, will be fti- 
mulated by our endeavours, to produce a 
more full, and fatisfactory relation, of the 
reft of his doctrines, — A large field is yet 
left oper, for the exercife of induftry and 
talents. Bramab’s firtt fetion of his fecond 
book on the creation of this globe, will be 
the fubject of our next general head. 
His third book dire@ing the plain and 
fimple modes of worfhip to be paid to God, 
and the three primary created beings, and 
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his fourth fublime book, (which the Gentoos 
commonly call Bramab. Ka, Infoff Bhade, 
or, Bramab’s book of juftice) wherein is’ 
exprefly recited and enjoined, the duties and 
offices, which the delinquent Dedtab fhall 
obferve and pay to each other ; thefe two 
laft mentioned books, and part of the fecond, 
we fay, mutt lie in oblivion, until fome 
one, blefled with opportunity, Icifure, ap- 
plication, and genius, brings them to light. 


The Eng of the Fourth Chapter. 
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C H A P._ VY. 
Of the Creation of the Worlds. 








INTRODUCTION, 
N the fifth feion of our laft general 


head, Bramah recites, that the Eternal 
ONE, (after he had promulged his gracious 
intention, Of mitigating the punifhment of 
the fallen angels, at the interceflion of the 
remaining faithful hoit;) “{retired into 
himfelf, and became invifible to them, for 
the {pace of five thoufand years,” In his 
introduction to the a& of creation of the 
worlds in his fecond book, he takes again 
occafion to repeat the above mentioned paf- 
fage, and explains it by an inference, that 
during THAT space, the Eternal one was 
empioved in meditation on his intended new 
creation ;—and although it appears, from 
the fame fection, that this tapendcus work, 
‘vas produced by en inflantanesus fiat of the 
Deity, 
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Deity, yet Bramab, to difplay the infinite 
and amazing wifdom of his Creator, enters 
into a fublime, and philofophic difquifition 
and defcription, of his modes (if we may 
be allowed the expreffion) and manner of 
creation, in the marvellous conftruétion of 
the fifteen Bodoons, that conftitute the Dun- 
neabsudab, or univerfe ;—thefe deferiptions, 
he couches under allegories, then commonly 
and familiarly underftood, at which the rea- 
der will the lefs wonder, when. he knows, 
that at this day it is the ufual mode of con- 
verfing, amongft well educated Gentcos. 


Tn this exhibition of infinite wifdom, Bra- 
mab gives a fhort, fimple and clevated def- 
cription, of cach of the fifteen Bodboons, their 
fituation, their rank, and peculiar deftina- 
tion, with the appellations appropriated to 
the angelic inhabitants, in their progreffive 
pafflage from one {phere to another. Our 
memory only fupplies us with the names of 
the fojourners of the ninth, fifth, fixth and 
feventb, that is, the firft, and three laft of 
the feven regions of purification, tc wit, the- 
ipheres of the Perveth logue *, the Munnso 


* Logue, literally people. Pereeth logue, purified 
people. 


H4 logue, 


(| 104 ) 
logue *, the Debtab logue +, and the Bir- 
wah logue t; in the lat mentioned fphere, 
according to the Bramins computation, a 
complete day is equal to twenty-cight Mun- 
nunturs of vulgar’ time. (Vid. fixth or next 
general head.) : : : 


On the foundation of Bramab’s defcrip~ 
tion of the fifteen Bodvons, the compilers of 
the Aughtorrah Bhade have raifed an elabo- 
rate chimerical fuperftru€tyre: that confounds 
the underftanding. ; 


As the Bramins conceptions and calcula- 
tion of the age and future duration of the 
univerfe, will be the fubje& of. our next 
general head, we fhall fay nothing more of 
it here, than to remind our readers, that 
they date it’s exiitence from the rebellious 
angels being releafed from the Onderab. 


We again lament the lof of our materials, 
which confines us to the eighth fection of 


* Munnoo logue, people of contemplation, from mun, 
or mon, thought, reflection, alludes to God’s being 
worhipped in this {phere in filent meditation. 

+ In this fphere the angels are firft fuppofed to re- 
gain properly their title of Dedtah. 

t in this {phere the delinquents are fuppofed to be 
cleanfed from the pollution of their fin, regenerated, 
and fit to enter again the Mabab Surgo, and to be re- 
admitted to the prefence of their Creator. 
: Bramabk’s 
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Bramab’s fecond book that treats only of 
thecreation of this terreftrial planet, to which 
we will now proceed, premifing that it is 
diftinguithed by the title of tbe eighth Bo- 
boon of Murto, which literally fignifies zbe 
region of earth. 


SECT. 


(| 106 ) 


SECT. VIII 


© Birmabab * or Creation, 





« And it was that when the 
“Eternal one, refolved to form the 
*‘new creation of the Dunneahou- 
‘dab, he gave the rule of Mahah 
“ Surgo to his firtt created Birmab, 
“and became invifible to the whole 
“angelic hoft, ; 


“ When the Eternal ons, fir began 
‘‘ his intended new creation of the 
‘* Dunneaboudab, he was oppoled by two 
“© mighty Offeors +-, which proceeded 
© from the cax of Brui’s ear; and 
“ their‘hames were Modoo t’and Kytoo |I. 


“ And the Fternal ong, contended 
‘and fought with Mudoo and Kytoo, 
* five thoufand years, and he {mote 


* This title is prefixed to ev ery fection of Brainabh’s 
fecond book, Birmah in the figurative fenfe (before 
explained) fignifying creation. 

+ The common appellation given to giants, but is 
yarioufly ufid in the Shaflah, to exprefs exerefcence, ex- 
cretion, and freretizn, 

$ Difcord, enmity, | Conficfion, tumult. 


“them 
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«them on his thrgh *, and they were 
&¢ Iof and affimilated with Murto. 


«© And it was,—that when Afodoo 
and Kytoa were fubdued, the Eternal 
© one emerged from his ftate of in- 
« yifibility, and glory encompaffed him 
© on every fide! 


« And the Eternal one fpoke, and 
* faid, Thou Birmah + thalt create and 
“ form all things that fha'l be made 
s¢in the new creation of the fifteen 
«« Boboons of punifhment, and purifi- 
€ cation, according to the powers of the 
¢¢ fpirit, wherewith thou fhalt be in- 
se fpired.—~And thou, Bijivco f, thalt 
“ fuperintend, cherith, and preferve all 
« the things and forms which thall be 
** created, And thou, Sied |], thale 
** change, ot deffroy, all creation, ac- 
‘© cording to the powers, wherewith J 
s¢ will inveft thee.” 





* Reduced them to fubjection, or obedience: touche 
ing the thigh, amongft the ancient Gentcos, was a token 
of fubjection. : 

+ Power of creation. Vid. introdution to the fourth: 
chapter. . 

$ Preferver. Vid. introduction to the fourth chapter, 

Y Mutilator, deftroyer. Vid. introduction, &c. 


« And 
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“ And.when Birmab, Bifizoo, and 
** Sieb, Had heard the words of the 
‘« Eternal one, they all bowed obe- 
 dience *, 


“Fhe Eternal one. {poke again, 
*eand faid to Birmab, Do thou begin 
‘¢the creation and formation of the 
“ eighth Bobcon,of punifhment and pro- 
** bation, even the Boboon of Murto, 
‘* according to the powers of the {pirit 
«wherewith I have endued thee, and 
do thou, Bifnco, proceed to execute 
“ thy part. 


“And when Brum + heard the 
* command, which the mouth of the 
s¢ Eternal one had uttered; he ftraight- 
«« wayseformed a leaf of beetle, and he 
“ floated on the deetle leaf over the fur- 
** face of the Yhoale ; and the children tT 
“of Modoo and Kytos, fled before 


Che foregoing exordium’ of the general a&@ of 


creation of the Dunneahoudab, preceeds every one of 
the fifteen fections of Bramah’s {econd book. 

+ Birmah and Brum, are, in the act of creation, fy-+ 
nonimous terms, 

4 Suppofed remains of difcordant matter. The 
Lramins {uppofed the firft principles of things prior to 
the creation of the univerfe, to have been in a Ayid 


‘e him, 
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«him, and vanifhed from. his pre- 
*¢ fence. 


“And when the agitation of the 
** ¥boale had fubGided, by the powers 
« of the fpirit of Brum, Biftuoa ftraight- 
«ways transformed ‘himfelf’ into a, 
* mighty bear *; “and defcending into 
“the abyfs of ‘Fhoale, he brought up 
“¢ the Murto on his tufke.— Then {pon- 
“ taneoufly iffued from him, a mighty 
« portoife +, anda mighty fuake }. 


“ And Bifinoo put the fnake erect 
‘upon the dack of the tortoife, and - 
« placed Murto upon the bead ofthe 
« {nake. 


** And all things were created and 
«formed by Birmab in the eighth 
<< Boboon of punifiment and probation, 
‘even the eighth of Murto, according 
«to the powers of the fpirit, where- 
«< with the Eternal one had endued 
« him, 


® The Gentoos fymbol of /rength, becaufe, in pro- 
portion to his fize, he is the ftrongeft of all animals. 
+ The Gentoos fymbol of fabihty, 
t The Gentoos fymbol of wifdem, 
® And 
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« And Bifnco took upon him the 
** faperintendence and charge’ of all 
*¢ that was created, .and formed, by 
‘* Birmab ia the eighth Boboor of 
“* Murto; and ~he cherithed and pres 
* ferved them, as the words of the 
« Eternal ons had direéted; and com- 
*© manded,” 


REMARKs. 


[NX the fame fublime allegorical manner, 
™ has Bramah detcribed the creation of Sur= 
dee *, and Chunder +, and the other twelve 
Boboons of the Dunneaboudah, without pre- 
tending, or aiming to dive into, and explain, 
the principles vi matter, or the mature of 
thofe effential laws of motion by which the 
Deity guides and governs his creation; the 
wifdom of Bramah has elfewhere marked 
fuch fruitlefs enquiries, with the Slamp of 
prefumption and folly ; and that the know- 
Jedge of tLefe, and the mode of the exiftence 
of Ged, is concealed even from the three 
primary created beings themfelves. * 


From the foregoing fpecimen of the 
creation of the eighth region, as well as- 


* The Sun. Whe 3a, 
from 


Youn )j 

from Bramab’s hiftorical difcuffion of the 
other fourteen, it is moft obvious, that ‘the 
perfonages which he introduces as ators in 
the work of that creation were intended by 
him to be taken only in a figurative fenfe, 
as expreflive of the three fupreme attributes 
of the Deity, his power. te.create, his power 
to preferve, and his power ¢o change, or 
deftroy, as before hinted *.—For if they were 
to be underftood in any other fenfe, it would 
exprefly contradi&t his own text, where he 
reprefents the creatjon of the Dunneabsudab 
as proceeding from the inffantancous fiat 
of the Eternal ons; and a further proof 
of Bramab’s plain intention, refults from. 
his prefixing the’fame exordium to each of 
his fe€tions of creation. 





But as the real ferfe and meaning of the: 
allegory (then clearly underftood by all) was, 
in proceis of time, loft to the generality of 
the Gentcos; the compilers of the Chaiah 
and Aughtorrab Bhades, took the advantage 
(which ignorance and time gave them) and 
not ouly realifed Bramah’s three _myftical 
beings, but created alfo a multitude of fubor- 
dinate actors, and made Demi-gods and Di- 
vinities of them all, inftituting particular 
days, fafts, and feftivals, and other exterior 

* Wid. Tatrodsciion to the fourth chapter. 
worhhip, 
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worthip, to each Thus Surjee and Chunder, 
Modoo and Kytoo, and a race of theit children 
and defcendants, became Demi-gods and 
heroes; and {corning to confine themfelves 
to the eighth Boboon, they ranfacked the 
fourteen, and framed divinities of the prin- 
cipal perfonages which their wild imagina- 
tion fuppofed refident in each of them, and 
allotted to them peculiar divine worthip, 
which fubfifts to this day. 


It will not, we hope, be thought an im- 
probable conjecture, if ‘we fay, that the 
allegorical parts of Bramab’s Chartah Bhade, 
(which truely bears a divi fernblance) being 
thus perverted or grcfly ‘nfiftaken by the very 
tribe, which he had inftituted guardians over 
it, and being {ubfequently communicated to 
the Egyptian Magi, and by, them circylated 
through the ftates of Greece, afforded them, 
as well as Rome and the whole Weflern world, 
thofe inexhauftible fupplies of mythological 
fyfems, which held their exiftence and au- 
thority eyen long after the light of chriftia- 
nity had fhone upon them. But to re- 
fume our-more immediate fubject. 





The act of creation of the Boboon of Murto, 

is reprefented in the annexed plate N° 1. 
which (with others we fhall have occafion 
te 


Cas 2 

to prefent to the reader) was drawn by the 
inftructions, and under the eye of a judicious 
Bramin of the Battezaar tribe, the tribe, 
as before noticed, ufually employed in ex- 
pounding the Shaffabs. + 


Brum * is reprefented lying and floating 
on a leaf of dcetle, over the troubled furface 
of the aby{s of Fhoale; the three primary 
beings appear before it, in the pofture of 
adoration, Birmab on the right, Bz/ineo, in 
the middle, and Sed on the left. On the 
right, above the abyfs, is figured a huge 
boar, bearing on his tufks a‘lamp of earth. 
—On the left, above the abyfs, is réprefented 
a fortoifé, on which a fnake refts his tail, 
bearing Murto (or the earth) ori his head.—~ 
Brum and Birmab ate habited alike; and 
are each figured witn four heads and four 
arms.—The ¢hree primary beings, are fup- 
pofed in the pofture of adoration, to be re- 
ceiving the commands of the Eternal one, 
touching his projected new cteation; and thé 
other figures exprefs the three gradations of 
the work, namely the beginning, the progrefs, 
and completion -}. ; 





_* Spirit or offence of the Eternal one: vide Intros 
duction to the fourth chapter. 
4 Vide Plate N° 1. 
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Notwithftanding the fagacious reader, by 
a bare reference to the marginal notes which 
we have affixed to the text of Bramab, will 
readily conceive the fpirit of the allegory 
contained in it; yet as fome paffages of it 
requires a further explanation than could be 
huddled into a note, we will add the whole 
interpretation of it under one connected 
view. 


The Eternal one having determined on 
the creation of the univerfe, like a fupreme 
wife architect, he retired for a fpace to pro- 
je€t his ftupendous plan, and prepare his 
materials. — He was oppojed in ‘the operation 
by the difcord, confifion and tumult of the 
elements that compofe the aby/i of Fhoale ; 
-—he fepasated, fubdued, brought them under 
subjection, and prepared them to receive his 
intended impreffions.—He exerts his three 
great attributes, to create, prejérve, or deftroy, 
which are figuratively reprefented by the three 
primary created beings—His /prrit floats upon 
the fueface of the abyfs of “¥/ca/e, or fluid 
matter,-—-Creation takes place—Birmab (or 
Creation) is reprefented with four heads and 
four arms todenote the power of God in the act 
of creation.--£27/inoo the prefer ver is transformed 
into a mighty oar, emblematically fignifying 
the fireng'h of God in the act of creation. — 

The 


ote, AES: 

The thttoife miyftically denotes the frability 
and permanency of the foundation of she 
earth, and the fnake the wifdom by which 
it is fupported. Thefe latter operations are. 
Biven to Bifnoo, becaufe the earth was the 
grand principle or parent, from whence he 
was to draw the means for the prefervation 
of the future animal creation, deftined for 
the prifons of the rebellious Dedtab; a work 
Which we may gather from Bramal’s text, 
was referved for the hand of God binsfelf, 
as they were to be endued with rational 
powers—t may be afked why Brum, is 
reprefented floating, particularly on a deetle 
leaf’? To this we can only reply, that the 
Pipe is deemed Sacred amohgft the Gentoos,’ 
t's culture is made under the aufoices of 
the Shaffab, and inftrugtion of the Bramins; 
unclean perfons ace prohibited entering into a 
beetle garden, as the approach of any impu- 
rity is pronounced fatal to the plant, in the 
infancy of its growth. 


To conclude this general head—How far 
Homer, Virgil, Lucretius, Ovid, Lucian, &e. 
have in their conceptions of the creation, 
(by means of the Egyptians) built on, and 
availed themfelves of the fimple cofinegeny 
of Bramah, we leave the learned and curious 
to trace.—Although in fact, it is obvious, 

12 that 
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that this’ancient fage, aimed at. no other 
{olution of that flupendous and. incompre- 
henfible a&, than to inculcate, that the uni- 
verfe was produced by ¢hbe effence and vo- 
luntary power, firengrh and wifdom of Gop. 
That it is preferved and fuftained’ by ori- 
ginal conftituent powers imprefled on it by 
the Deity, and that it is liable to change 
and diffolution, at his divine pleafure and 
will, 


The End of the Fifth Chapter. 


CHAP, 
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oe  rrrrrens 


CHAP, VI. 


The Gentoo manner of coniputing Time, and 
their conception of the age of the univerfe, 
and the period of its diffolution. 


von Bramah’s Chartah Bhade, in the fup- 
plement to his Birmahah.] 


SIXTY nimicks, or winks of the eye, 
make one pull, 

Sixty pulls, make one gurree. 

Sixty gurrecs, make one complete day, or 
one day and one night. 

Three hundred and fixty-five complete days 
and fifteen gurrees ake one folar year. 


The Genfoos divide the complete day into 
eight parts, to which they give the term 
paar, commencing their day at fix in the 
motning ;—thus cé paar dheen * equals our 
nine in the morning ; duapaar dbeer, our 
neon ; feenpaar dheen, our three afternoon ; 
Chaarpaar dheen, our fix in the evening ;— 
the divifions of the night are diftinguithed 
by the word rhaat (night) in place of 


* Literally, one part of day. 
13 dheen, 


( 3 ) 
dbeen, as ek paar rbaat, ¢quals our nine ag 
night; and fo on. 


It is the province of the Bramins in this 
country to keep the account of time, and 
there is no Gentoo-of diftin€tion but retains 
in his houfe and on his journeys one of 
thefe time keepers, whofe intire bufinefs it is 
to regulate time, and ftrike the gurrees as 
they pa(s, on the Ghong, an extended fheet 
of copper, which yields the found of 
folemn bell. ; 


Bramab meafares {pace or duration of time, 
from the creation of the Durneaboudab, . or 
univerfe, by the revolutions of the four 
fogues. 


Years. 
The firlt age, or Suttee Fogue, 
contains thirty-two lac yes 3,200,000 
of vulgar time, or J) 
The fecond age, or Tirta Fo- i iGaeiees: 
gue, fixteen lac, or : eit 
The third age, or Dwepesry 
“Forue, eight lac, or 
The fourth age, or Kole Joy 


"gue, four lac, or 


800,800 


400,000 








6,000,000 
pre eens 


Ekutter 
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Elutter (feventy one) revolutions of the four 
“fogues make one Munnuntur of vulgar time, 
ur years 426,000,000. 


(The word Munnuntur, is in this place 
ftri@ly applied by Bramab to fpace of time, 
but it is by him frequently ufed with a re- 
trofpect fignification to the aé of creation, 
and is fometimes given as an additional name 
to Birmab, as Birmah Munnuab, alluding 
to the creation being the refult of thoughe 
and meditation ;—-the word, as we before re- 
marked in a marginal note, fprings from 
Mon, or Mun, thought, refleion; Munngo 
Logue, the people of thought, or contem- 
plation, ~The compilers of the Ayghtorrab 
Bhade derive the word Munnuntur. from 
Munnuab or Munnooch, whom (by perverting 
the fenfe of Bramab) they make to be the 
fabulous perfonal offspring of Birmab, and 
report mighty feats of his prowefs in war, 
againtt Mo‘/ajcor, and his adherents.) 


When Bramab defcended to promulge 
the written law and commands of the Eter- 
nal ong to the Gentags, he at the fame time 
(namely, the beginning of the prefent 
Kolee Yogue *) declared, “* from the regiffers 


* Vide Introduction to the fourth chapter, 
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‘of Surgo, that the Dunneaboudab, was they 
entering into the eig'th revolution of the 
four Sfogues, in the fecond Munnuntur ;? 
conleque:tiy, cece ring fo Bramab’s account, 
(and if our calculation be tight) the precifé 
aye of this, and the other fourteen planets 
of the univerfe, amounted to, at that period, 
four hundred and fixtyeight millions of years. 
And if we fubftraét the 4866 years, which 
‘have élapfed' fince the defcent of Bramah; 
we fhall find the remainder of the Kolee 
Yogue will be 359,134 years;:at the ex- 
piration of which, Bramab pronounced and - 
prophecied, that the patience and foi bearance 
of the Eternal one would ‘be “withdrawn 
from the delinquent Dedtad, and deftru&tion 
‘by fire fall upon the cight regions of pu- 
nifhment,- purgation and proBation +. 


In the fupplement to his BrrmManan, 
Bramab \ikewife taught, that the Boboon 
of Murto, had undergone three remarkable 
changes, and would undergo ¢hree more, 
beforé*its final ‘diffolution in common with 
the other feven Bodoons ; but he fpecifies not 
of what hature t2ofe changes were, or would 
be ;—he alfo declares, « that after a long 
& face, a fecond new creation will take place ; 
«but of whet kind, or on what principles it 

+ Vide towards the clofe of the fifth fe@ion. 

 qvoudd 
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<é quould be confiruited, was only known to the 
«¢ ETERNAL ONE.” : 


The caufe of the fuperftitious veneration 
paid by the Gentoos to the numericals oNE 
and THREE has, we tonceive, been obvious 
to the difcerning reader as he.travelled thro’ 
thefe fheets.—It is remarkable, that a Gen- 
too never gives or receives an obligation for 
an even fum; if he borrows or lends a 
‘hundred, a thoufand, or ten thoufand ru- 
pees, the obligation runs for a hundred and 
one, a thoufand and one, ten thoufand and 
one, &c. ‘The Mabommedans, in conformity 
only, have generally adopted this cuftom; 
hence it was, that the revenues ftipulated 
to be paid annually by Soujab Khan into 
the royal tzeafury, were one khorore, one lac, 
one thoufand, ove hundred, and one rupee, 


The End of the Sixth Ghapter. 


CHAP. ‘VI. 
Of the Gentoo Fafts, and Fofiivals, &c. 


[From the Chatah and Aughtorrah Bhade 
Shattahs. ] ‘ 


INTRODUCTION. 


S the Gentoo year begins the firt of 

April, we will trace their holy days 
as they fall in turn from that day, premifing 
that the word Oufo/i fignifies a faft, Pur- 
rup a feaft, and Poojah worthip, bet when 
accompanied with an offering, it is then 
called Birto Poojab.—Ponjah is alfo fome- 
times ufed to fignify the altar on which they 
offer, 


The Gentco holy days are guided by the 
courle and age of the moon, and generally 
take their denomination from that, or from 
the religious duties that are enjoined on tholg 
particular days, and fometimes from both. 

Their 
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Their offerings confit of fruits, fome par- 
ticular facred plants and flowers, powdered 
fugar, falt, meal, and different kinds of grain. 


Firft Holy Day. Ozpofs. 

Oxnulj Tertes, falls on the third 
day of the new moon in 4pril, and is de- 
dicated to the giving alms and benefactions 
to the Bramins, as the word Okbuij imports. 
—This day is alfo ordained for making the Apyit, 
Gentoo pickle called Koffundee, made only on 
this day, by the wives of the Bramins ; it 
is compofed of green mango’s, tamarind, 
muftard feed, and frefh muftard feed oil; 
it is deemed a holy pickle, and the only one 
the Gentoos ufe with their food. 


Second. Oupofi. 
Poornemer -}, falls on the full moon 
in April, and is ftri@tly ordained for wafh- 
ing ard purifying in the river Ganges, and 
for diftributing charity. 


Third. Oxpoft Poyab—Purrup. 
Oren || Susrzr, falls on the fixth day 
of the new moon in May, and is dedicated May. 
to the goddefs Suffee, the goddefs of gene- 
+ Poorab, full. 


| Oru, the morning flar, often ufed to exprefs the 
dawn of day, 


ration, 
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ration, who is worfhipped when the morning 
far appears, or at dawn of day, for the 
propagation of children, and to remove 
barrennefs.—On this day prefents are ufu- 
ally made by the parents to their fons in 
law, and the day ends with a purrup or 
feaft. 


Fourth. Purrup, at night Podab. 

Dussarrau, as the word imports, falls 
on the tenth day of the new moon in May ; 
it is dedicated to the God. Gunga, the God 
of the Ganges, who is fabled to have arrived 
on earth on this day of the moon, and in 
this month—it is alfo dedicated to the God~ 
defs Moonflee Tagooran *, Goddefs of fnakes, 
and fabulous daughter of Syed. 


Fifth. Oupof-Poojak. 
PooRnEMEE falls on the ful! moon in 
May, and is dedicated to Foggernaut, (fy- 
nonimous with Bifinco.) This day is otherwife 
called from the duty enjoined on it, the S#- 
nan +, “fatirat, or general wafbing in the 
Ganges—and it is almoft incredible to thiak 
the immenfe multitude of every age and fex 
that appears on both fides of the river, 
* Tageoran, prieftcls, fometimes goddefs. 
+ Sizan, bathing. — 
} attra, literally fignifies a dance of many. 
throughout 
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throughout it’s whole courfe, at one and 
the fame time. 


Sixth. Oupofs-Purrup. 

Ruvtr Jarra, falls on the fecond 
day of the new moon in Fune 5 it is dedicated 
to ‘Yaggernaut and, Bifizoa—On this day 
the Routt, or triumphal car of faggernaut, 
is carried forth about a mile, reils, and is 
returned on the ninth day of the moon.—— 
From the feventh day of the moon to the 


tenth, both inclufive, is the UmBooBISsEE 3 June. 


during which fpace, the earth is left to 
her purgations, and neither plough, fpade, 
ot any other inftrument of tillage, permitted 
to moleft her—The term UMsooBissEE, 
which needs no further explanation, is ap- 
plied to women ander the fame circumftances. 


Seventh. Oupo/s. 

Syon + Exxapvssee, as the laft word. 
imports, falls on the eleventh day of the 
new moon in Yune, and is a folemn faft: 
Saggernaut (or Bifinoo) is fabled to fleep for 
four months;—-which only fignifies that 
the rainy feafon about this timé fetting in for 
four months, the care of Biffnoo (the pre- 


+ Syon, fleep, repofe. 
ferver) 
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ferver) is fufpended, as immaterial, the raind 
fecuring their crops of grain. 


Eighth. Otpojs. : 
PooRNEMEE, as the. word importé, falls 
on the full moon in Fune, and is dedicated 
to wafhing in the Ganges, and charity to the 
Bramins. 


Ninth. Oupsf. 
Dvavvussee, as the word fignifies; falls 
on the fwelfth day of the new moon in 
July, and is devoted to wathing in the 
Ganges; and giving alms; 


Tenth. Oupofi-Purrup. 

ExKabussre, TERADUSSEE, CHOWTA- 
dusseze and Poornemer, the eleventh, 
thirteenth, fourteenth, of the new moon in 
Suly, to the Poornemee or full inclafive, 
-are dedicated to the ‘foolna Fattra of Kif- 
Jen Tagoor ; but thefe are not directed by the 
Sbafiab, and are only obferved by the Gen- 

toos Of the Kettery tribe, 


Eleventh. Oupofi. 
Jurmo + Oostoomer falls on the eighth 
day after the full, cr twenty-third day of 


+ Furme, nativity. 
the 
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the moon in ‘Fuly, and is dedicated to the 
birth of Kifen Tagoor, who is fabled to 
have then defcended for the deftruction of - 
Kunkfio Rajab, a famous Offoor and tyrant. 
Jt is obferved as a folemn faft. 


Twelfth. Purrup. 

Lukee + Posjab falls on the firt Thurf- 
day in the month of Auguff; fhe is the 
Gentoo Goddefs of all kinds of grain, and is sugut, 
fabled to be the wife of Bi/fnco, the preferver ; 
the is worfhipped at this time on the coming 
in the Paddy, the name given to rice in the. 
hufk.—The day concludes with a feaft. 


Thirteenth. Purrup. 
Unnunto Brrto, falls on the fourteenth 
day of the 1a00n in duguft, and is dedicated 
fo Bifinco with the epithet of Unnunto, or 
the unknown; an offering of grain is made 


to him, and the day concludes with a 
feaft. 


Fourteenth. Ozpo/s. 

Arunpau Pooyau falls on the thirtieth 
day of ugu/?, and is dedicated to Moonfhee 
Tagooran (the feminine of Tagoor) Goddefs 
of fnakes. The precife interpretation of 
Arundah we have loft, and will not impofe 


+ Luke, plenty, afflucnee, 





on 


tem= 
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ont our teaders.—Although this day is a faft; 
it ends in a feaft of the new rie, boiled 
early, and eaten cold; to which effential 
circumftance we think the word Arundab, 
given to this Poojah, alludes ; but we are 
Not pofitive. : ; y 


Fifteenth. Purrup. 

Drucau Poojan falls on the feventh 
day of the new moon in September, and 
continues the eighth and ninth, The 
eighth is obferved as a faft.by thofe who 
have no children.—T/is is the grand general 


‘feat of the Gentoos, ufually vifited by all 


Europeans, (by invitation) who are treate 

by the proprietor of the feaft with the 
fruits and flowers in feafon, and are enter- 
tained every evening whilft the feaft lafts, 
with bands of fingers and dancers.——Thig 
Goddefs is the firft in-rank and dignity, and 
the moft ative of all the fabulous deities of 
the dughtirrab Bkade, and is ftiled the 
wife of Sich, the deftroyer, the third of the 
three primarycreated beings. She is as often 
ftiled Bowannee +, as Drege? {5 and fre- 
quently Bowannee Drugah: the caufe of her 
defcent is thus derived :--God having ap- 
pointed Endver || and his defcendants uni- 


4 Perfevering. $ Virtue. || Goodnefs. 
verfal 
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verfal Rajabs of the world, the appointment 
was illy brooked by Moifafoor *; he there- 
upon drew together his adherents, and waged 
war againft Endeer and his defcendants, who 
were at lat in the Duapaar Fogre obliged 
to fly, and leave the government of the 
world to Moifafoor; which proved the 
fource of ravages, murders, and confufion. 
—Endeer, and his few adherents, were 
confined to a fmall portion of the world, 
from whence, in compaflion to mankind, 
they with piety and humility petitioned the 
three primary created beings to implore 
the Eternal “one to redrefs the grievances 
refulting from the ufurped power of Moifa- 
for. —The three beings interceded, and ob- 
tained permiffion that Bowannee Drugab 
fhould defcend on the earth, for the deftruc- 
tion of Moifafcr and his adherents, which 
the Gentoos are taught to believe the will 
in the end effeét, and finally reftore the 
government of the world to Exdeer and his 
defcendants, according to the farft intention 
of the Eternal one. Hence was the Dru- 
gab Pozjab inftituted, during which the 
Supreme Being is invoked, through her me- 
diation, to haften that withed-for period.— 
The allegory in the foregoing recital is fo 
plain by a reference to the marginal notes, 
* Evil. 
Part II. K that 
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that we will not affront the underftanding 
of our readers by offering an explanation, 
although we (hall illuftrate it further when 
we give a particular interpretation of the 
plate N° 2, 


Sixteenth. Purrup. 

Dussumee, or the tenth day of the new 
moon in September, when the image of 
DruGau is caft into the Ganges, with the 
univerfal acclainations of the people, and is 
faid to be returned to her hufband Sieb. Pu- 
rification by wafhing in the Ganges on this 
day is ftriGly enjoined. 


Seventecath. Ozpo/i. 

Luxe Pooyan falls on the full moon 
in September, on which the is worthipped 
all night, during which nothing is drank 
but the water of the coco nut. 


Eighteenth. Oxpoft, 

Katreka, Kalkee or Kallee Poojab, (for 
they ere fynonimous) falls on the laft day 
of the moon in September. This goddefs is 
worfhipped all the night of that day uni- 
verfally, but in a more particular manner at 
Kallee Ghat, about three miles fouth of Ca/- 
cutta; an ancient Pagoda dedicated to her 
there, ftands clofe to a fmall brook, which 
is 
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is by the Bramins deemed to be the original 
courfe of the Ganges.———The parts of the 
Gentoo Goddels (like the parts of fome mo~- 
dern faints) are worfhipped in various parts 
of Indoflan, her eyes at Kallee Ghat, her 
head at Banaras, her hand at Bindoobund ; 
but where the remains of her are diftributed 
has efcaped our memory *.——She takes her 
name from her ufual habiliment, which is 
Black, and is frequently called the J/ack God- 
defi; Kallee is the common name for ink — 
She is fabled to have fprung, completely armed, 
from the eye of Drugab, at a time when the 
was hard preffed in battle by the tyrants of 
the earth fo On this fait, worfhip and 
offerings are paid to the manes of deceafed 
anceflors. Befides the la mentioned annual 
cuftom, every Gentoo keeps the anniverfary 
of their father’s death, in fafting and wor- 
fhip to his manes, which is cailed Baap ka 
Swrraad{.—Itis worthy remark (by the bye) 
that in all Devonfbire, the word Kallee ex- 
prefles black or fmut: why the fame com- 
bination of letters fhould convey the fame 
idea to people fo far removed from each 
other, we leave the curious to account for. 
* Plate N° 3. 


4 The various heads which appear feattered over 


the plate, fignify the many tyrants and montters fhe 
flew in conjunction with Drugah. 
4 Sacred to the father. 


a Nine- 


Oétober. 
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Nineteenth. Purrup. 

Raas t Jarrra, falls on the fall 
moon in Oéfober, and is continued to the 
feventeenth of themoon; It is dedicated to Ki/~ 
Sen Tagoor Kettry: This. featt is univerfally 
obferved, but in a moft extraordinary man- 
ner celebrated at Bindocbund, in comme- 
moration of a marvellous event which is 
fabled to have happened in the neighbour- 
hood of that place—A number of virgins 
met to celebrate, in mirth and fports, the 
defcent of Kifen ||: in the heighth of their 
joy, the God appeared amongft them, and 
propofed to them a dance, to which they 
objected, as ¢hey were many, and“he but 
one; to obviate this objection, he divided 
himfelf into as many Kiffens as there were 
virgins, whe immediately enter€d into a circu- 
Jar dance with them, as reprefentéd in’ the 
plate N° 4. In the centre circle he is repre- 
fented flanding in a difengaged attitude, at- 
tended by the nymphs Nundee and Bring- 
bee (joys and fports) who are making him 
offerings of flowers and fruits. 


Twentieth. Oupofs. 

Karri Pogjah falls on the laft day of 
the moon in O¢fober.—This divinity is fabled 
to be the youngeft fon of Moifoor (or Sieb) 

t A circle. || Plate N¥ 4, 

and 


( 133) 

and Drugab’; he is worfhipped on this day 
by thofe who have not been bleffed with 
children, and man and woman are enjoined 
a ftrict faft. The word Kartik, ftrily 
means confecration, hence this divinity is faid 
to be the invifible guardiar, and fuperinten- 
dant of the Gentoo Pagodas. ‘The word alfo 
fometimes fignifies holinefs, The month of 
Odober takes its name from him, becaufe 
in this month the Pagedas are generally con- 
fecrated. 





Twenty-firft. Purrup. 

Novono + is celebrated on the firft 
lucky Thurfday in November, on the firtt- 
coming in of the new grain of the fecond Novem: 
crop; the ducky Thurfday is fixed in a con- 
fultation of Brenins, and isa general feaft, 


Twenty-fecond. Oupofi-Purrup, 

Lukee Pooyau falls on the firft Thur/- 
day in the month of December, on getting 
in all the new harveft, when this favorite 
Goddefs of the Gentoos receives a fclemn Decem. 
thank(giving for all the bleffings of thee 
year; the day is paffed in fafting, worfhip, 
ee and purifying in the Ganges s at 
night they feaft. 


+ New rice 


K 3 Twenty- 


January. 
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Twenty-third. Purrup. 

Luger Poojau SANKRANTEE * falls 
on the jaft day in Decender, when this 
Goddefs is again worffipped as on the Jaft 
mentioned holy-day,: excepting the fat. On 
this day bread is difiributed in alms, ac- 
cording to every one’s ability. 


Twenty-fourth. Purrup. 

Srurez Puncuemes falls on the fifth 
day of the new moon in Sfamuary, and is 
dedicated to Surfuttce t, the Gentoo God- 
dets of arts, and letters. —-She is fabled to 
be the daughter of Birmab and Birmaanee. 
The Kayt Caff, or tribe of writers, are 
prohibited the ufe of pen and ink on this 
feftival, which are confecrated to her for the 
day, afid a ceflation is put to bufinefs of 
every kind.—Secerce fignifies fortune, fuc- 
cefi, ead is the fir? word of cvery epiftolary 
correfpondence in the Gentoo language. 


Twenty-fifth. Birts. 
Orun Coper, || Suprimre, fallson the 
feventh day of the new moon in Sfanuary, 
and is called Saorjee Pogjab, or worfoip to the 


* Sunkrantee fignifies the laft day in every month. 
} Iyvention, contrivance, ingenuity, genius. 


| Rifog of the dawn. 


fun; 
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fun; to whom offerings are made of peculiar 
flowers in the Ganges. 


Twenty-fixth. Oxpo/i. 

Burm Exapuss&e falls on the eleventh 
day of the new meon in Fanuary ; the day 
is dedicated to Kifer, and commemorates 
the abftinence of Bain, a voracious Eater, 
who fated on this day; he is called the 
brother of *fudifteen. Bhim is the common 
name of reproach for a Glutton, but who 
this Fadifieen is, or what the occult meaning 
and real fignification of this faft, has flipped 
our memory, and we will not fubftitute any 
interpretation that is not warranted. by our 
materials, or from our certain and clear 
knowledge. 5 


Twenty-feventh. Oxpofi. 
Poornemes, or the full moon in January, 
is dedicated to Biftnoo, the cherifher—— 
Fafling, wafhing and alms. 


Twenty-eighth. Oupofs. 

SIEBRATEER, Chowturduffee, ot the four~ 
teenth after the full, fails ‘on the twenty- 
ninth day of the moon in ‘fanuary, and is 
dedicated to Sieb, the deftroyer, who is Wore 
fhipped with fafting, offerings, and prayer 
all the night, as the additional rateer annexed 

to the title of this holy-day imports. 
KR4 Twenty- 


February. 
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Twenty-ninth. Oxpo/s. 

GovinpDusszeE falls on the twelfth day 
of the moon in Fedruary, and is dedicated 
to Bifinco the comforter, as the word Gevin, 
or Covina fignifies, and is one of the many 
appellatives given to the fecond of the three 
primary created perfons, and he is worfhipped 
on this day with fafting, prayer, &c. 


Thirtieth. Purrup. 

Dore + Jarra falls on the Poornemee 
or full moon in February, and i8 facred to 
Kiffen’ Tagoor. On this feaft day it is that 
the Ge tcos cait the powder of a certain red 
flower, called Faag, on all they meet; but 
wherce this cuftom, or for what caufé this 
feaft was firft infitated, has efcaped us. 


” Thirty-fict’ Oupof. 
BARRANEE JATTRA, or Modoo Kiftnat 
Tiraduffce (the thirteenth afier the full) falls 
on the twenty-eighth day of the moon in 
February: if this fills on a Saturday, it is 
called arrance, and if the flar Satoo Biffab 
is then on the meridian, it is called Mabah 
Barran e; and again, if the ftar Soobo Fogue 
is in conjunction with Satoa Biffak, it is 
+ Dole, a drum. 
t Kiger, Kijina, are fynonimops with Bifinoo, but 
allude to different attributes. 
then 
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then called * Mabab Mabab Barranee. 
‘ _mThefe conjunctions are uncertain, but 
when they happen, it is deemed a moft 
holy day, and is obferved by univerfal 
urification in the Ganges, and worthip and 
offerings to Soorjee, oF the fuz. It, fell out 
Jatt on the twenty-eighth of February, 
17 59.—As we have loft the precife mean- 
ing and etymology of the word Barranee, 
and confefs ourfelves ignorant of the aftro- 
nomy of the Bramins, we will not attempt 
an explanation of this faft. ‘ 


Thirty-two. Oupofs-Purrup. 


Luxer Pooyan falls on the firft Thurf- 
day in March, when this goddefs is wor-Marche 
{hipped unive: fally, and thanked for all the 
roduétions of the earth, all being brought 
forth by this tine. 


Thirty-fecond Purr:p. 


Durcau Pogjab, and Bhafuntee + Poojab, 
falls on the feventh day of the new moon 
in March, and continues the eighth, ninth 
and tenth-—on the laft, her image is caft into 
the Ganges. This feaft is inftituted for the 


* Moft great, 
t The end, final, conclufive, alluding to this being 
the laft feaft of the year, preceding the Gentoo Lent. 


fame 
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fame purpofes as the other grand one, but 
not with that parade and univerfality, 


Thirty-third. Oupofs. 

Sires, or Sunnias * Poojab, is from the 
firft to the thirtieth cf March, with only 
a fhort fufpenfion during the term of the 
Durgab Poyab above-mentioned—The Sun- 
nias Posjab, is the Gentoo Lent; their penan- 
ces, mortifications, and fe/f corporal punifh- 
ments, have been fo often defcribed, we 
will not particularize any of them. The 
Churruck +, ot day of fwinging, falls on 
the thirtieth. From this penance the three 
cafts, or tribes, of Bramins, Bydees t,. and 
Koyts, are exempted by the Aughtorrah 
Bhade ; and, in fact, none but the very loweft 
of the people go through any of.the pub- 
Jick penances; but, every caft fafts and 
worthips the twenty-ninth, the day preced- 
ing the Churruck.—This folemn fatt is dedi- 
‘cated to Sieb, or Moided, or Meifoor, the 
Mutilator, and averter of evil; through 
whom, at this feafon, the Eternal one is 
invoked, to defend them from the influence 
of Moifafoor and his adherents, and avert 


* Penitents. + Literally fignifies a Wheel- 
but the circle which the penitent defcribes in fwing- 
ing round has given it this appellation. 

$ Byadees, the tribe that profefs the praCtice of 


phyfick. 
the 
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the final doom pronounced againft the de- 
linquent Debtab. 


There isa feftival in{tituted to RAzam, the 
protector, which is entitled the RHAaM 
Jarrra, but the precile time of it’s cele- 
bration we have utterly forgot —Rhaam is 
another of the multitude of names, or rather 
attributes, given to Biftco, the preferver. 


How far the origin of the fats, feftivals, 
terms, &c. of the Egyptians, Greeks and 
Latins, may be traced from the Clatab and 
Aughtorrab Bhade Shaftabs, we futmit 
and recommend to the elucidation of our 
learned readers, who will be the better en- 
abled to make fuch an enquiry from what 

” follows. 


_ 


Explanation of the Plate or Reprefentation 
of the Gevtoos grand feaft of the Drugab. 


Plate N® 2. 

The reprefentation of the Drama in this 
grand Gentoo featt will, we doubt not, appear 
genuine to many thoufands now in England, 
as it is a fight that few who have vifited 
Bengali have not indulged themf{elves with ; 
and we may take the liberty of faying, that 


. 5 
but very few amongft the multitude who 


have 


{ 140 ) 
have feen it could form the {malleft judg- 
ment of it’s intention or fignification ; to 
thefe, therefore, we flatter Ourfelves it will 
afford fome pleafure, the having a fubje@ 
explained to them, on which they have 
often looked with pity and- amazement ! 
becaufe they did not underftand it.—The 
intention of this feaft we have already given 
in it’s proper place, to which the reader may | 
advert, under the title of Drugab Poojah 
N° 1s. and thall now Proceed to the ex- 
planation of the chief perfonages in the plate. . 


The center and principal figure is Dry. 
GAH or Virtue ; the is reprefented, with ten 
arms, defcending on a dragon—myfticalfy 
fhewing the power and itrefiftable force of 
virtue, when exerted with vigor.—She is 
crowned, one of- her hands is armed with a 
fpear, and the is environed with a fnake— 
with another hand the binds Moifafoor (or 
Evil) with a nake, and kills him by thruit- 
ing her {pear through his beart, thereby 
implying that Virtue’s fafett and fureft guard 
againft vice or- evil is wifdom, of which the 
Juake, as before obferved, is the fymbol.— 
The battles * faid to have been fought be- 
tween Endeer --, and Moifafoor , in which 
the latter generally proved victorious, with- 

* Vide Drugah Poojah, fifteenth, 

+ Good. t Lui, 

out 
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out the affiftance of Drugab Bowarnee, or 
perfevering virtue, implies that moral -evil 
can only he fuccefsfully combated therewith. 
—The ravages, murders, and confufion, which 
are faid to be the confequences in the world 
of the flight of Endeer and victory of Mar- 
fafoor *, emblematically fignify the fatal 
and natural effects of vice or evil trium- 
phant, which muft neceffarily be attended 
with deftructive {cenes of violence.—Hence, 
Mbifafior is fabled to have transformed 
himéelf, after his victory, into a mad duffola, 
the fymbol of ungovernable rage, whofe head 
is feen in the annexed plate lying at the feet 
of Drugab. — Although Moifa/sor in the 
plate appears to be-flain by Drugab, yet this 
act is only a prophetic reprefentation of the 
death and deftruction he wiil in the end 
fuffer by her hand, when Exdeer thall be 
reftored, and Good be predominant in the 
world again and triumph over Moi/afoor or 
Evil.—Exdeer being appointed by God uni- 
verfal Rajah of the world, myftically points : 
out his benevolent intentions, that it fhould 
be governed by goodnefs and piety, and the 
allegory is as obvious where Moifafoor is 
faid illy to brook the appointment +. 


On the right of Drugah are reprefented 
the figures of Sieh, her hufband, and of 


* Vide Drugah Poojah, +t Vide Drugah Poojah. | 
2 Lukee, 
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Lukee, the goddefs of grain.-Sied is fitting 
on a white bull, the fymbol of purity and 
dominion; he is environed with a fnake, 
holding in one hand a Dumboor +, and in 
the other a Singee ¢, mufical inftruments in 
ufe at all the Gentco-feftivals ; allegorically 
pointing out that Wifdom is the moft effec- 
tual averter of evil, and that mirth, joy and 
gladnefs, are the natural effects of it’s being 
averted from us. 


The goddefs Lukee is reprefented -ftand- 
ing in an eafy attitude; the is crowned with 
ears of grain, and is encircled by a plant 
bearing fruit, which pafles through both her 
hands, the root of which is under her feet; 
fhe (as allthe fupcriour Gentoo divinities are) 
is environed by a finake.——The meaning 
conveyed by this figure is fo obvious it needs 
no explanation. 





Underneath the figure of Sied is repre- 
fented the divinity named Guunnis |f.— 
He has no peculiar day of worthip inftituted 
in honor of him, for this manifeft reafon, 
becaufe all the addreffes, offerings and wor- 
fhip, which are made to the fupreme, and 
fuperior beings, are preferred through his 
mediation, and promoted by a prior offering 


4 A finall drum. $A mufical horn. 
i Purity, or fixccrity of heart, 


and 
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and worthip paid to him; fo that he may 
be properly ftiled the Gad of offerings. —He 
is fabled to be the firtt born of AMoz/oor (or 
Sieb) and Drugab , all worthip and offerings 
being made through him, myttically fignifies . 
that purity and fincerity of beart mutt be 
the fource from whence the Deity is invo- 
ked.—He is reprefented“with four arms, fit- 
ing on an altar, environed with a fnake, and 
with the head of a white elephant, the fym- 
bols of purity, riches and dsminion or frength, 
which, the Genfoos fay, includes every 
blefting, and cannot be juftly and, properly 
acquired but by pure and fincere ads of 
_ devotion to God, and good works to man 
and his fellow creatures.—His four arms 
are only reprefentative of the power, force and 
efficacy of fincerity in worfhip and prayer. 


On the left of Drugab is reprefented the 
figure of Surfuttee, the Gentoo Goddets of 
arts, letters and eloquence, fo fully defcribed 
under the feaft called Sverce Punchumee 
(twenty-fourth.) In che plate, fhe appears 
environed with a fnake, ftanding in a care- 
lefs, difengaged pofture, holding in her 
hands a reed, of which the writing pens 
are ufually made. 


On the left of Surfiétee is reprefented 
the idol of Ruaam, the protector of em- 


pres, 
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pires, lates, and property, alreadyexplained *, 
—In the plate, he is figured crowned, en- 
circled with a fnake, and riding’ upon a 
monkey; in his left hand He holds a bow, 
and is seprefented inthe attitude of having 
juft difcharged an arrow fromit. To under- 
ftand this reprefeatation, a fhort hiftorical 
recital becomes neceflary—Rhaaboon +, the 
fabvertor of empires, ftates and property, is 
ever contrafted with Rhzam in the courfe of 
the Aughtorrab Bhade Gs cece prime 
agent of  Moifafoor is fabled“to’ have run 
away with Siraee jf, the wife of Rhaam; 
and for the recovery of her, that book ex- 
hibits a long detail of furious battles: fought 
between Rhaam and Rhaaboon with various 
fuccefs ; myftically painting the contentions 
that cver haveefubfifted in she world touch- 
ing empires and property, in general. Under 
thefe the ancient hiftory of Jsdofan and it's 
Rajahs is obfcurely couched.—In one of 
the moft bloody of thefe battles, Rhaam 
being fore preffed, was obliged to call in as 
an auxiliary, FZsonmbon Prince of the mon- 
keys, by whofe afliftance he routed Rhaaboon 
and recovered his wife—<Sithee; implying 
only, that /awlefi force, muft be fometimes 


* Vide explanation of the Tirtah Fogue, or fecond 
age, chap. 4. 
4 Lawle/s violence. { Literally, property. 
combated 


rites 
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Rbaam to recover her, with the final battle, 
which gave him the repoffeffion of her, are 
all thrown into action, and the dialogue 
taken from the Aughtorrab Bhade Shaftab. 
We have been frequently prefent at this 
theatrical exhibition, and received much plea. 
fure and amufement; one circumftance at 
the conclufion is worth mentioning—when 
Rhaam had recovered his wife Sithee, he 
refufes to cohabit with her, until the has 
given fome fignal proof, that fhe had foffered 
no contamination, or violation, during her 
sabode with Rhgaboon ; on which (by an in- 
genious piece of machinery) the pafles thro’ 
a fire, comes out unhurt, and then team 
with raptures, receives her to his arms, 


Below the idol of Rhaam orf the plate of 
the Drugab, is that of Kartik; for the ex- 
planation of this faft, fee number twenty- 
four.—He is reprefented, armed at all points 
for war, and riding on a peacock, the Gentoo 
fymbol of pride and offentation, intimating 
that thofe qualities and vices of the mind 
muft be fubdued, as being previoufly necef~ 

ary to thé approach and admiffion into their 

Pagcedas ; he is armed as a guardian, capable 

of defending from violation the divinity with- 

.in, wherever, there is a congregation of idols, 

in a Tagoor Blarree *, his idol is placed 
* Literally @ houfe for divinities, 

at 
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at the. doer.—-A Gentoo had within our me- 
mory an only fon dangeroufly ill of a fever, 
he paid folemn worfhip, vows and offerings, 
for his recovery, not only to the godde/s of 
SCUrs, but to all the other Gods, and God- 
deffes befides—His fon died——the father, 
frantic with grief and defpair, fallied out 
before day, broke open a Tagoor Bharree 
in a buzaar fouth of the town of Calcutta, 
where Kartik being off his guard and mingled 
with the other divinities—he cout all their 
heads off; his intention was to have pro- 
ceeded round the town (as he confeffed on 
examination) and to have decollated every” 
God in all the Tagoor bharries of the place, 
but the fecond he came to, Kartik was 
upon his guard at the door, and prefenting 
his dart at him, brought him to his fenfes, 
and providentially faved the reft of his bro- 
ther divinities. 


Below the figures of Lukee and Surfuttee 
fland the reprefentation of two divine nymphs, 
Nundee joy, and Bringee {ports; they are 
both encircled by fuakes, implying, that 
joy and fports at all their feftivals, fhould 
be circumfcribed by prudence and wifdom. 


On the right between Sreb and Ghunnis, 
is reprefented a boat, in which Nundee and 
Bringee ave carrying Drugab to her huf- 

L2 band 
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the progeny of Birmsbh and Birmanee only. 
‘Phe fabulous legend of the Aughterrab 
Bhade fays, 


That God created three females, or affo- 
ciates, for the ¢bree primary created Eeings. 
To Birmah he gave Birmaanee, to Bifinoo 
Lukee, and to Sieh Bowannee Drugab. 


That to Birmab and Birmangee were 
born two fons, the eldeft named Kuffedmun- 
nor, the youngeft Dookee Rajah; :the eldeft 
was governed by a pious and laudable fpirit, 
the youngeft by a vicious and turbulent one. 


Dookee Rajah had a daughter (but how 
he came by ‘er. the legend fayeth not} 
hee, whom he married to his 
brother Ai/eevniunnoo, and fhe brought him 
a fon, whom he called Enpeer; he and 
his defcendants, after the example of their 
father Ku/f anoo, were truely virtuous, 
and obfervant of the laws of God, com- 
municated to thei by Birmab and Bir- 
maanee. : 







Zz 









Deokee Rajah had a fecorid daughter, 
whom he called Odithee, who was alfo 
married to Kufiebmunnoo, and fhe likewife 
brought him a fon, who was named Moi- 
~ sasoor; he and his defcendarts, after the 
example of their grandfather Dookee Rajah, 


flighting 
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lighting the precepts of Birmab and Bir- 
maanec, became abandoned to every vice, 
and contemners of the laws of God. 


All the benefit that accrues from the 
foregoing fhort recital of the progeny of 
Birmab and Birmaanee, is, that thus we 
find in Endeer, and Moifafoor, the roots 
from whence the doétrine of two contending 
principles in nature, Geod and Evil, {prung ; 
thet this was the ground-work of all the 
doctrines of the Bramins, after they had 
lott fight of the fimple and fublime theology 
of the Chartah Bhade of Bramab, is beyond 
all controverfy; as the whole tendency of 
the two /ater Bhades, exemplify the natural 
hiftory of thofe two contending principles 
in the Auman mind, and the concomitant 
effects, they will have on 7t, and on the 
government of the world, as they alternately 
happen to prefide — Hence the unceafing 
ftruggles and conflicts for fuperiority between 
Endeer and Mbsifafoor and their adherents, 
‘which fay the Bramins fubfift to this day ; 
fo well founded, was the conjeQure of the 
learned and ingenious Mr. Bayle, touching 
the great antiquity of the origin of the Ma- 
nechean do€trine—-nor is it at all improbable, 
that arch heretic Afanes might have re- 
ceived fome notions of this do@rine from 
the tenets of the Brumins, which he per- 

verted 


( 151 ) 

verted to the worft and moft dangerous 
purpofes and opinions :—on the contrary the 
fimplicity, with which the doétrine is pro- 
felled by the Gentoos, has in it’s felf (but 
otherwifé in it’s coafgquences) no fuch ma= 
nifeft tendency ; although by their adherence 
to it, they feem utterly to forget the confi- 
deration of their original exiftence and de- 
linquency, and the merciful caufe of their 
eftablifhment, in the eight Bodcons of pu- 
nifhment and probation, as well as the laws 
and injunétions of their prophet Bramab, 
who obvioufly refts the reftoration and fai- 
vation of the offending Dedtah, upon two 
fimple and plain conditions, @ /incere penitent 
impreffion of thetr original delinquency ; and an 
atonement by good works, according to the powers 
ofexerticn, solich God annexea to their animal 
Jorms.—Bat it is not at all to be wondered 
at, that they fhould thus lofe fight of their 
original fm and defeion, as well as the 
means laid down for their falvation; when 
the very {pirit of the fafts and feftivals, and 
whole conduct of the drama of the Chatab, 
and Aughterrah Bhades, are relative only to 
the averting the evils of their’ prefent ex- 
iftence, without the fmalleft retrofpe@ to 
their firft tranfereffion, or the means of 
atoning for it—_This is the fituation of the 
bulk of the people of Jndoffan, as well as 
of the modern Bramins ; amongtt the latter, 

5 “if 





( 152 ) 
_lf-ewe except. one in a thoufand, we givd 
them over meafure; the confequence from. 
thefe premifés are obvious—the Genfoos in 
general, are as degenerate, crafty, fuperfti- 
tlous, litigious and wicked a people, as any 
race of beings in the known world, if not 
‘eminently more fo, efpecially thecommon run 
of the Bramins ; and wecan truely aver, that 
during almoit five years, that we prefided in 
the judicial cutcherry court of Calcutta, never 
any murder, or other atrocious crime, came 
before us, but it was proved in the end, a 
Bramin was at the bottom of it: but then, 
the remnant of Bramins (whom we have 
before excepted) who féclude themfelves 
from the communications of the bufy world, 
ia a philofophic, and religious retirement, and 
firictly purfue the tenets. and.tree fpirit of 
the Chartab Bhade ¢f Braiab, we may with 
equal truth and juitice pronounce, are the 
purefl models of genuine prety that now exift, 
or con be fourid on the face of the earth. : 
And row, my iricids, and moft refpectable 
readers, we will, with your permifiion, 
adopt one cuftom of the Genfovs, and make 
an offering, “for fome time at leaft, of our 
pen, ink, and paper, to the goddefs Sur- 
SUT TEE. 
The End of the Second Part. 








Beentiam Houfe, Bertsg roy 
the bof Aug.2766, are 
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